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Souls of Men, prevailed with 
me to write the following TREATISE, 
to pay the Debt 1 have long owed to 
my fellow Creatures; in entreating 
them to enter into their own Hearts. 


and learn Piety and Religion of God 


himſelf, who ſpeaks there by His Spi- 


rit as never Man ſpoke; who ſpeaks 
there to much better Purpoſe, with _ 


clearer Evidence and Demonſtration 


than Men can ſpeak ; - that their Faub 


HE Love of God ad of 9 50 


* 


might not ſtand in the . :ſdom * Men, ; | 


bus. in the en of God *, 


Which is the only ki a» 1 ap- 


d. for ee e Ploty and Re- 
. en tab i ligion 


| * 1 Cor. ils 5. 
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prey 


E 3 - The PREFACE. 

| ligion to its primitive Purity and Beau 
ty, in an Age wherein the exceſſive 
Pretenſion to Power, in ſome of the 
_ Clergy (perhaps not of the beſt Lives) 
have made a great many Men of 
excelent Capacities too looſe, and in- 
different unto Piety and Religion, 


-- ?*Tis fad to think, that becauſe ſome 
high Pretenders to Religion, who are of 
bad Lives and Principles, would ex- 
erciſe Dominion over the Faith and 
Conſciences of others, and turn Reli- 
gion into wortaly Riches and Immuni- 
ties, make Gain their Godlineſs, and 
the Luſt of Power their earneſt 
Pur ſuite; (1 ſay tis ſad to think) that 
therefore Religion, the moſt noble and 
neceſſary Thing in the World, ſhould | 
fall below the Regards of Men. 


Becauſe Men of br:izht Parts and 
great Ingenuity , have by the Force 
and Power of Reaſon baffled thoſe 
exorbitant Claims; to think there. 
fore God doth not afford Men any jug: 
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periour Ligbt and Aid; this is to run 
into the other Extrem. 
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Ty For tho' none of th F real | Injunc- 
tions of Religion and Piety are, or 
ever can be contrary to right Reaſon, 


in Need of Light and Help from 


Heaven, for attaining the true Know- 
ledge and Practice of Religion ank 


Piety; as the great Lock acknowledg- 
eth, in the Quotations I have made 
from him in my fifth Chapter. 
Which Light and Help from Heaven 


1, ſo far from being deſtrudive or re- 
pugnant to Rea ſon, that tis the divine 
Spirit which enlig htens and mmfluences . 


the. noble Faculty of Reaſon, to the 
higheſt Pitch of Knowledge and Cer- 


it the greateſt Repoſe, Delight and 
Satisfaction: Nevertheleſs Reaſon and 


the Spirit of God remain always, 
two ſeveral Powers and Principles in 


Man, of different and diſtinct Na- 
tures, the one Humane and the other 


c 
. * 
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The PanSoot 


. And what Lyck ſays of Re- 

velation as contained in the — 
vix. that many are beholden to Re- 
6. velation , who do not acknowledge 
Cit”. Vol. ii. Fol. 535. May as truly 
be ſaid of the Light and Influence of 
the a Spirit 1 in the Hearts of Men. 


For Men enim finding clear 
Diſcoveries of God in their Minds, 
and of their Duty to him on the one 
Hand; and of the Darkneſs, Impu- 
rity nad Unpreparedneſs of their own . 
Hearts for his Service, on the other 
Hand; areapt to 1mpute thoſe Diſco- 
veries to the Light and Activity of 
their own Reaſon; or not to acknow- 
ledge that they are beholden to the 
immediate Revelation of God's Spi- 
rit within them for ſuch Diſcoveries; 
when one would think nothing in it 
felf can be clearer, than that Dark- 
neſs cannot give Light for the Diſ 
covery of it ſelf; For A doth 
** rc 7 Light N 1112 


Runs 


—— 
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The Punta able. 


Reaſon corrupted and depraved by 
vicious Habits, cannot diſcover the 
Corruption and Depravity of it ſelf, 

i Light from Heaven, gives it 
ſuch Sight 3 much leſs can it with - 
out ſuch Help God and divine 
Things. It was all purely the 

Work of Grace (ſays the great Lock) 

© for they were all dead in Trepaſſes, 

and Sins, and could do nothing, not 
make one Step or the leaſt Motion 
© towards it tis God here (days 
© he} doesall by Revelation, of what 

8 they could never diſcover by their 

© cwn- natural Faculties and be- 

ing thus quickened by the Spirit 
© (fays he) may as Men alive, work 

8 + if they mil Vol. 11. Fa. 359. 


© "Todky Men the ee ofthe [21 
divine Spirit, is to leave them with- 
out God in the World. To ſay the 
Light of humane Reaſon without 
Light from any Thing above it, is 
the Light of Gods Spirit, or the on- 
17 Light that is in Man, is to: take 
. of the moſt effectual h 

at 


viii The PREFAC E. 
that can be, to overturn the Chriſ⸗- 
tian Religion, which is founded on 
divine Revelation, and can only be 
ſavingly underſtood and practiſed by 
the Influence of the ſame Spirit 
which gave it Being. It caſts a very 
ill Aſpe& on Devotion, and directly 
and unavoidably tends to render all 
Addreſſes to God, for Light and Help 
from him ridiculous and inſignifi- 
cant: For if we our ſelves without 
any immediate Influence and Aid 
from him, are able by the Exerciſe 
of our own. natural Powers and Fa- 
culties, to know ànd practiſe our 
whole Duty, to what e a we 
ask Light and Aid from him? | ? 
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This bikes tends to take off all 
Dependance upon God, and the Light 
and Tuition of his holy Spirit, , 

- Underſtanding and Strength; and to 

bring Men to depend on themſelves 
and their own Sufficiency; the fatal 
"Conſequences of 'which too much ap- 
ears in the World already; in the 
xe and vicious Lives of Men; and 
3611 1 1s 
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Hearts, addreſs themſelves to God, 


and depend upon, and become ſubject . 


to the Light and Power of his 18 
3 in their own Souls, 580 


It was + therefore 1 my die De- 
ſign in the following Undertaking, to 


ſet before the Eyes of Men, and make 
it as plain to them as poſſibly I could, 
that the Light of their Spirit and 
of God's Spirit are of different and 
diſtinct Natures and Kinds. That 
their own natural Powers and Facul- 
ties alone are not adequate for attain- 
ing to the Knowledge and Practice of 
true Piety and Religion; and that 
therefore they muſt apply themſelves 
to God for Light and Help from 

Heaven, who is feady to ſbine into 
their Hearts! *, and to work in them, 


to will and to Fr of bis on good Plea- 
ou UN if _ will ou withdraw 


their 
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@. © * 2 Cor. ir. 6. II Phil. ii. 12. 12. 
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is too likely to appear in a greater 8 
Degree, unleſs Men can be perſwaded | 
to borlake tie evil Ways of their own 
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their Hearts from this World and turn 
them to him, that he may purge them 
from evil, and difpoſe them to Vin- 
tue and the Love of I limſe £811 | A 
prepare them for ſuch divine Senſa- 
tions of his Goodneſs, as will fill them 
with inconceiveable Delights, with: ; 
Joys unſpeakable and full of Glory 1. 
In Comparifon of which all the Plea- 
ſures of this World are Nullities and 
Vanity, > 040! Te CNC 


I ſhall only add that on the various 

Subjects treated of in the following 

Pages, I have endeavoured, according 
to the beſt Light I had, to ſpeak ß 
them; as clearly and diſtinctiy as Þ | * 


could (whicli is all that can be expect- 
ed. from me) that the Reader might 
form, with as much Eaſe as poſſible, 
right Ideals thereof; and from thence 
take Oecaſion; if he ſhall be piouſſy 
ande religiouſly- inclined, to make 
Tryal of the inward Ways of Virtue 
and: taſte and ſeri that the Lord 4 good | 
and gracious *, ••jꝙ½ BO k 


Ian. TARGA. 1 Pet, i. , 
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May it pleaſe Almighty God to 
tke this ſmall. Tract of ſuch Uſe 
and I ſhall think it 
Satisfaction enough for all my La- 
bour and Pains therein. To that End 
I commend my Reader to the Con- 
duct and G 1 his Good and 
Holy le 
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Chap, IV. Of the Neceſſity of divine 8 and that 
the Light and Operation of God's Spirit, and the Light and 
operation of Man's Spirit are * and ditinguiſped the 
one from be other. 18 
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7 of the Reaſon and Deſign of: 2 and 

; Reli gion. ata 05 

8 'H ERE is nothing more See ra- — 2 
3 tional Creatures, than an early and con- 5 
, rg Conſideration of 'the Cauſe and Deſign 

of their Being; how they came to have Exift- 

$ ence in this World; and for what End. 

7 It 1 prepoſterous to think that ourExifidnte 25 

was the Effect of meer Chance and Accident. 
The wonderful Order and Contrivance of the 

7 Parts, of which Man and the whole World 

of Beings are conſtituted; and the Support 


mony, as is evidently maintained in the Uni- 
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and Subſiſtence of ſuch an innumerable IM 
Company of Beings, in ſuch Beauty and Har- 


verſe; prove nothing leſs, Ms that the ſame 1 
N | 7 


8 ; 2 Of the Rea ſon and Deſign 
1 


is the Effect and Deſign, of incomprehenſible 
Wiſdom. So that it ſeems impoſſible for any 
Man who gives himſelf the Liberty of ak, 
ing, to doubt the Exiſtence of a Being who 
made, and ſuſtains, ſuch an infinite Number 
of Creatures: Which Being we juſtly call 
Almighty God. So that hence” the Cauſe of 
our Being is clearly manifeſt. 
The next Thing to be congl rcd, is, what 
we may reaſonably conclude, this infinitely 
wiſe, and Almighty Being, deligned in the 
Production of Mankind. 
Can it reaſonably be thought, that he in- 
tended any thing leſs than their Felicity ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Capacities, as well as 
his own Glory? That Man whom he hath 
made, the nobleſt of all his Creatures, here 
on Earth, endowed. with Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, was not in an eſpecial Manner, de- 
ſigned to be a Partaker of the _ uition, and 
Felicity of his Maker? ; 
That, Man, as to his Body, is provided for 
in a Degree, above the Beaſts of the Field, the 
Fowls of the Air, the Fiſhes of the. Sea, and 
all other animate Beings, who have the Life 
of Senſation, whom they all fear in vertue 
of the natural Dominion God hath given him 
over them, will, I doubt not, be readily agreed; 
and that he conſiſts of Body and Soul, an out- 
ward and aninward Man, endowed with pro- 
per Senſes adapted to the Knowledge of Things 
external and viſible; and a Mind, Soul, 
intellectual Spirit. with inward Senſes, ſuited 
and adapted to the Wer and we 
2 | men 


| Men are fully perſwaded, 


dent: for the accomodation and Felicity where- 
of, tis moſt reaſonable to believe, that God 
in his infinite Goodneſs hath made plentiful 
Proviſion. 

For can it be thought that the infinite and 
gracious God, ſhould make leſs Proviſion for 


| our Souls, than for our Bodies; that he who 


hath ſo richly provided, for our outward Man, 
ſhould negle& the better and nobler Part of 
us, our Souls? that He who hath provided 2 2 
beautiful external World for the Pleaſure a 

Entertainment of the Senſes of our outward, 
Man, ſhould not alſo have provided, a much 
more beautiful and glorious World, for the 
Pleaſure and Entertainment of the ſuperior 


| Senſes of our Inward Man? 


For as the Senſes of the inward Man, EY 
needs be as much more excellent, than thoſe 
of the outward Man, as the inward Man is 
more excellent than the outward ; ſo conſe- 
gen, muſt the Objeas of Senſation of the 


rmer, be much more excellent than the 


Objects of Senſation of the latter. 


Theſe Conſiderations afford a ſolid Foun- 


dation, for a noble Purſuite of true Religion, 
and the attaining the Knowledge, of the 
things of the heavenly. Kingdom ; for when 
at they have in- 
ward Senſes ſuited and adapted to wb” Knows. 

ledge of God and Enjoyment of him; they, 
will not (if they. conſult wheir own Intereſt) 


fet their Hearts on the ſhort lived Pleaſures, 


and Enjoyments of this World, which we 
B 2 every 
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: ment. of internal and ſpiritual Objects, i is evi- 
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4 Of the Reaſon and Deſign + 


different, as to the 


* 


every Day ſee to be exceeding tranſitory and 
uncertain z but _— as it were looſe and in- 

Things of this Life, will 
ardently ſeek a divine Senſation, of the Plea- 
ſures and one . of the ſpiritualKingdom, 
called in the fa 


We are to be here but a very little time, and 
*tis hard to think that, that noble and excel- 
lent Part of us our Souls or inward Man, en- 


dowed with ſuch wonderful and extenſive 
Capacities, which nothing leſs, than the 


Knowledge and Enjoyment of God himſelt, 
can truly and compleatly ſatisfy, will be dif: 
ſolved with our Bodies; tho? were it to be ſo, 


which is entirely irrational to think, from 
the nature of Things; yet a Life in this 


World, in which, thoſe noble Powers and 
Faculties of the Soul, are enlightened and 
actuated by the divine Spirit, and brought 


into a real Senſation, of the Things of the 
heavenly Kingdom , whereby our evil Incli- 
nations and Paſſions, which give us ſo much | 


uneaſineſs, while they are predominant, would 
be brought under and mortified ; and the Love 


of God and our Neighbour, a quiet and ſerene 
Mind and Conſcience, ' one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings on Earth, will naturally enſue ; ſuch. 


4 Life cannot but be the moſt deſireable and 


delightful. And tlierefore it may very well 
be ſaid, that, Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the 


% N 


cred Writings the Ming dom of 
God; which will afford them more ſatisfaction 
and delight, than, the Encreaſe of the Corn, 
Wine, and Oyle, of the Earth 'can do. 7 


eren a . 3 


of Pieiy and Religion. l 
Life that now is, as well as, of that mhich is to 1 
ches , „„ ar 
it hath been too much, more is the pity, 

the Deſign of a Generation of Men, who hade 
called themſelves God's Prieſts or Miniſters, 
among Heathens, Mahometans, Jews, and 

Chriſtians, to render Religion very myſterious, 
and thereby themſelves more neceſſary, than 
there is juſt Occaſion for; which they have 
improved to the accumulating the Power, 
and Riches, of this World to themſelves; to 
the great ſcandal and damage of true Religion; 
and to the exceeding Difcouragement of the. 
Purſuit of divine Knowledge, and a true 
Senſe of God and Goodneſs, among Mankind. 
Erecting a Dominion over the Conſciences 
of the Laity, and dealing out to them ſuch. 
Creeds and Syſtems of Religion as they thought 
fit, in the ſeveral Parts of the World. where 
they had Power, which the unthinking Part 
of Mankind have been obliged to receive, 
on peril of the Loſs of the Good things of. 
| this Life, and as far as in them lay Damna- 
tion in the Life which is to come. 

Tho' at the fame time nothing can well 
be plainer, than, that the Knowledge of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is adapted to Men of in- 
feriour, as well as ſuperiour Capacities, the 
Souls of the former, being as precious in the 
Eyes of God and as capable of enjoy ing him, 
as the latter. And therefore it is that as God 
affords Mankind, an external Luminary, the 
Sun in the Firmament for their Bodies, by 
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6 Of the Reaſm and Dean 
Which Medium Men may ſee the Things of 

this World, without the Help of the Magi- 
| irate; So he alſo in his great Mercy affords, 


* 
. 


an internal Luminary The Sun of Righteouſ- 
zeſs, for their Minds; whereby Men may ſee. 
the Things of God, and of the World to 
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| ( come, without the Help of Miniſters. 
1 It is true that the Miniſters of Religion, 
i; themſelves being turned to God, have been. 
if} and flill are of great uſe, in turning People, 
it to this Light of God in their Souls ; adviſcing . 
them to open their inward Eyes to it, and 
© to walk therein; that they may know and 
Fi underſtand for themſelves; and feel in them- 
ii ſelves the bleſſed and divine Senſations, of 
i God in Chriſt reconciling them to himſelf; and 
1 taſte of the ſweetneſs and Love of God, in 
1 turning from Darkneſs, from Ignorance, 
1 and evil Works; exhorting them to exerciſe 
i thoſe noble Powers and Faculties of their Souls, 
1 under the Influence of the divine Spirit, in 
1 their own Hearts; whereby they may come 
1 to know, the Willi, Mind, and Law of God, 
1 to themſelves, and not pin their Faith upon 
i any Man, Counſels or Synods of Men, but 
[| only upon the Holy Ghoſt, and the Sacred 
| Scripture which proceeded from it. And they 
| who have the Benefit of this holy writing, 


which was Wrote by the Movings f the | Holy. 
ly apply to it, come to underſtand, ſo much 


1 4 ; 42 e 

of the Scripture as is neceſſary for their Sal- 

. vation. 1 T7 
3; | 


of Pier a Nane 3 7 | 
It was about 2400 Years after the Crea- 
tion of the World, before Mankind had any 


external written Law, for the Rule and Con- 


duct of their Lives, ſo far as appears by either 


| facred or prophane Hiſtory ; in all which 


Time Mankind generally ſpeaking, had only 
for their Rule of Faith and Manners the exter- 
nal Creation as a Monitor to their outward 
Senſes, for Evidence of the Reality and Cer- 


tainty of the Exiſtence of the Supreme Being; 


and the internal Impreſſions, God by his di- 
vine Spirit made upon the Capacities and 
Powers of their Souls, or inward Man; and 
perhaps ſome of them oral Tradition deliver- 
ed Roß Father to Son. 
The Love and Favour” (ays the memo- 
rable John Hales in his Golden Remains 
pa. 1) * which it pleaſed. God to bear our 
: * Fathers before the Law, fo far prevailed 
« with him, as that without any Books and 
« Writings, by familiar and friendly converſ- 


ing with them and communicating himſelf 


* unto them, he made them receive and under- 
© ſtand his Laws: Their inward Conceits 
© and latelleQuals being after a wondertul 
Manner, as it were, figured and charefter'd 
(as te Boſs expreſſes it) by his Spirit, ſo 
* that they could not but. ſee, and conſent! un- 
© to, and confes the Truth of them. Which 
* Way of Manifeſting bis Will, unto, Mm: 
other gracious, Piylledges which R had, 
© above that pick in aſter Ages came in 
Place of 1 it, had this added, that it brought 
* with it unto the Man, to whom it was 
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07% the Reaſon and Doh gn 


"09 YR a Preſervation againſt all Doubt and 
© Hefitancy, anda full Aſſurance, both who the 
T Author Was, and how far his Intent and Mean. 
| ing reach'd. We that are their Off- ſp pring 
. ought, as St. Chryſoſtom tells us, ſo to have 5 
„ demeaàned our ſelves, that it might have been 
* With us as it was with them, that we might il 
„have had no need of writing, no other 
Teacher but the Spirit, no other Books but 
our Hearts, no other Means to have been 
taught the Things 5, = 

And then when God becauſe ol the Tranſeref 

| fc Jons of the Fews, committed his Will to writi 
in Tables of ſtone on mount Sinai, untill the | 
Seed (Chriſt) ſhould come *, who were but 
a very ſmall Part of Mankind, and afterwards 
inhabited but a ſmall Tra&, of Land, at 
the Head of the Mediteranear Sea; the reſt of 
Mankind, were till left to the fame Means 
for their Conduct and Behaviour, as they 
had before. 

And tho? God added to the Seed of Ara. 
bum an external. written Law, yet. tis incon- 
ſiſtent with His Goodneſs, to think that the 
other Means, which He then afforded the reſt 
of Mankind, which was the ozly Means that 
all the World had: before, to kiow and do his 
Will, were not Sufficient, for their pleaſing 
Him, 'and bein ng. happy; eſpecially if we'con; 
ider that the Ten 85 ommandments, contained 
in the two Tables of Stone brought down by 

a Moſes | from mount Sinai, are but a kind of 
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. 3 Sr OR 


* 


r — 
— K . . = 


* 3 * * . 1 * 4 * 2 0 o * , N * N = — 6 
hd "ee + — 3 — c 5 = tis , 4 < 
N a a Ne f _ pr 1 8 7 4 #: 5 mam X 
4 ah: "6. an wp ae i ro þ Ht " OR" 4 * * — ö p * — 1 — — _— 8 N 3 
7 2 0020 "I n — KN. 22 rr 4 — aa. EY © . en > 
« © > ny Y <4 LAKE, . 2 —— = ans, cant : pa p 1 3 1 
” 
* PRO £3; * — » Ry " 3 . : K 1 ” 8 hh "MN _— ware BY L - — 5 
ee N Nr . Vy-4 e x _— —  ——— ̃ 1. . EI. OO 2 2 v * : = . p l ; 
vn 2% Ve ds 3. — — Af 99 wn 1 2 * — wn —— * " VET Or Io 2 x Las g I — — ma. Wn es von 20 C: . ” a "y>. ot: OE vie ww 4 Mm 4 ! 
t 5 L 0 : . * F K S — . „ 1 
$4" ute « FO RT PIE . 4 - Oar p me ba T 1 2 a * 4 7 r ; 
_ a 2 «< * —— Ar at * * — a — . . * AY wa we os St ws pA =Z N "YOu — e . N 
k yo % ? * | 
— * 4 Y } 
, 
© * 
. m_ 
1 
hs * 4 
E * 
. 


n 
Wn 2 „ 
r 


. 


p e 
ee 


' 211 8 


1 


* 5 = = 
9 4 
re r 


5 Pic a th 3 Reis; ion. © q e 


Piaget of God, in the fleſhly Tables of the 
Hearts of Mankind e „„ | 


CHAP. Il. 


00 Sulvation by Teſus Chriſt. 


10D did upon the Fall and Diſobedi jence 
of Man, inform him of a Saviour, as 


is generally underſtood by theſe Words, vis. N 


I will put Enmity between thee (the Serpent) 
and the Woman; and between thy Seed, and her 
Seed; It ſball braiſe thy Head . Which 


Seed has called the Seed of the Woman, = 


becauſe as concerning the Fleſb, in the falneſs of 


Ine, (the time appointed by God) He viz. 


Chriſt was to be born of a Woman, did doubtleſs 


then exiſt when this Promiſe was made, and 


had ſo done as to his Divinity from Eternity; 


and which Seed, properly the Seed of God, 
hath been accordingly ſown in the Hearts f 


all Adam's poſterity, to bruiſe, bring down, 


and deſtroy the Seed and Powerof Satan tue | | 


And good Men in all Ages, who have attended 
to its Influence and Operations on the Rea- 


ſon, Underſtanding, and Faculties of their ON 


and have been ſubject to the Law and Re 


lations, it would introduce, bring in, aud e a} | 


bliſh there; ; have been Witneſſes of the Power 
and TORE thereof, To deliver them from the 
Re C | 
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made as well as they 
that were ſubje& to this Seed and Light in 
their Hearts, have had the Benefit of that 


I Akts i. 3. J Acts i. 4 10 8. 


* 


Bondage of Corruption; to ſet them free from the 


o ” 


aw (or Power) of Sin and Death J. Where 


by they have been brought to experience, 
Peace and Joy from God, in their own Hearts; 
which tranſcendent Delights, infinitely ſurpaſs 


all rhe Pleaſures of this World. 


In due time this Seed took Fleſh in the Womb| 


of the Virgin Mary according to Scripture © *, 


Which is reckoned was about 4000 Years after 
tlie Creation of the World; was born in Beth 


lehem ** in the Land of Judea; did many 


thighty Miracles, among the Jews, to convinces 


them that He was the promiſed Meſſiah, whoſe 
Coming = were then 1n full Ex 


full Expectation of; 
lived a moft exemplary Life; taught a moſt 
excellent and. heavenly Doctrine, recorded by 
the 4 Evangeliſts; ſubmitted to the ſhameful 
Death of the Croſs, to make Atonement and 


, 


Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World 9. 


(So that all who lived before that Offering wa 
who have lived ſince, 


One Offering :) He was buryed, and the third Da 
roſe again from the Dead according to the Seri p. 


tires +. and was converſant with his Dif- 
ciples about 40 Days concerning the Things ef 
the Ring dom of God ||, and the great Work he 


had for them to do in this World; which he 
commanded them not to enter upon, tall they 
had received the Power of the Holy Ghoſt J. 
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C Rom. viii. 22 * Luke i. 31. Gal. iii. 19. and iv. 4 
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of Fulda by: el chi. 


which alone was adequate to the — 
and which he ordered them to wait for at Je- 


7 a 1 ruſalem; And then He was taten up into Hea- 


ven *, and ſet at the right Hand of God "the Fa- 
ther , where He ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
or them that ccme unto God by him J. By whom 


God will judge the World in Righteouſueſs, in the 
Day he bath appointed ; 


whew all that are in the 
Graves ſhall hear His Voice, and ſhall come forth, 
they that have done good unto the Reſurrection 
of Life, and they that have done Evil unto the 


taught the things concerning 
God far and near, as they wer Jed by the di- 


KA 1. 11. wa 
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A Ve, as the Holle, were met 
With one Accord in one Place, at Jeruſa- 
lem the Holy Ghoſt came upon them, and they 
were all filed with it, and began to ſpeak withother 

Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Utterance'\|. 
And thus having received the Gift of the 


Holy Spirit as Mini ſters, — Ache an 
King dom © 


vine Spirit; which Kingdom they now ſaw and 
knew to be a a rial Kingdom, contrary to 
What they had 1 r * an — 
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12 Of che Power and Operation 
and worldly Kingdom; and they as their Loyd 
and Maſter before them, were truh received hy 
ſuch only as ſubmitted to the Teachings ' and 
Drawings of God the Father, intheir own Hearts, 
*, enlightening and quickening the Powers and 
Faculties of their own Souls. For tho? the 
Miracles, the Lord Jeſus and his Apoſtles did 
amongſt. Men, were ſufficient to confirm the 
Truth of the Goſpel Miſſion, and to evidence 
their being ſen: from God, yet as their teaching 
was by and from the divine Spirit, ſo tWas not 
poſſible that the fame ſhould. take effect ant 
Salvation, in them who heard, but as the ſame 
Spirit enlightened and wrought upon. the In- 
tellects and Powers of the Souls of them who 
heard; by turning their Thoughts and Minds 
inward, to attend the purifying Work and 
Power of the heaven) Kingdom within them ||. 
And this Way and by this Means, the true 
and ſaving Faith of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
then was and ever will be received and main. 
tained by Mankind. And all Notions Sy- 
ſtems and Creeds of Chriſtianity, ever did, 
and ever will prove empty and unprofitable, 
to the Souls of Men without it. 
Hence the Fraitleſsneſs of any Miniſtry, not 
brought forth. and conducted by the divine 
Spirit, in a Hears waſbed from Wickedneſs, 
and created a nem by the divine Word, does 
very eaſily appear; And to how little purpoſe 
it is _to;ſerid Men to Univerſities and !Acade- 
mies, to give them humane Learning only, 
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'*.; and waiting inwardly, upon the Opera- 
tion of his divine Spirit in their own Hearts; | 
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and 1 them School Divinity, to mas 


them Miniſters. of Chriſt. A humane Qu 
likcation for a divine Vocation, Oh prepdſte- 
rous! Here is the Origin of the principal Miſ- 
chief, Confuſion, and Damage, which Ghitſti. 
anity hath ſuſtained fince the: primitive Ages 
of it; Men' puffed up with humane or School 


Divinity, have undertook to teach the Thin 
of God's Kingdom, the heavenly Doctrine; to 


which they were Strangers; to expound the 
Holy Writings with Unholy Hearts and 
Hands; to male myſterious the plain and'eaſie 
Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; to com- 


poſe humane Syſtems and Creeds, Mes then 
fill the World where they have Power, with 


Bitterneſs, Rage, Perſecution, fire and Fa 


got, if their Ditates are not received. Af 
poor Chriſtianity, how exceedingly hath thy 


amiable Viſſage been marr'd by us 'Thin 
If ever thou recover'ſt thy ol it muſt be 


thy Miniſters coming to the Lord Jeſus Chill 
155 Mini ſter of the Sanctuary, and of 2 r 


Tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not” Man 


to be purified and ſanctifyed; and they hav. 
ing received a Gift from Him to miniſter, 


they are to attend on the Directions and 


Motions of ſuch divine Gift for D Doctrine And 


Matter: and miniſter the fame of the hilt 


which God giveth I. Not — filthy Lurre but 
reaty Mind; neither as. r Lords oer Gs 


Heritage, 
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5 * but Ro dee card wwe” : ſtall 
tue and Humility) 0 the Flock . Rn 
the Hearers alſo muſt uſe diligence in r 10 


together to worſhip God, and hen mer 


they are to retire to, and wait upon, the di- 


vine. Grace and Light of God in their own 
Hearts, to receive a true Senſe of the Conditi- 


on and State of their own Souls, and have a 


Sight of their ſeveral Wants, and then hearti- 


ly to cloſe with the Operation of the divine 
Grace in themſelves, for the working evil In- 


clinations and Habits out of their own Souls; 
and bringing them 10 live ſoberly, Reghreouſh, 
and Godly in this preſent World ©. 


This is the Way for Men to become 
_ Miniſters of Chriſt indeed; and alſo to be 
good Subjects to Princes and Governours; to 
mind = Buſineſs of God's Kingdom which 


is ſpiritual, and not the Buſineſs of the King- 


doms of this World, which is earthly; ſo as 


not to give Kings and Governours Oppoſition 


or Ditturbance, in the Exerciſe of their civii 


Power and Authority for the Puniſhment of evil 
Doers, and the Praiſe of them that do well: . 
The Hearers likewiſe will live inoffenſive, 
and make the weight of Government ſit eaſ 


on the Shoulders of thoſe on whom divine 


Providence hath laid it. For as the divine 
Spirit ever did lead its Followers into the Love 


of God, and all the ſocial Virtues, ſo it ever 
will; as being in it ſelf unchangeable: And 
all exrayagenr capricious Deluſions, have 


Be 


» 1 pet. v v. 25 3. Ci Titgii. 12. II 1 Pet. i ii. 13, TY 


A — ' 1 > TR 2 a” My 


' Pu ac . to r 1 


1 


© —— 
LS 


0 fas Py c 0d GG rw © 7 Or E Bae 2k k 10%. 


el Hape > WM 


its true Votaries. 


And as Princes and Governments ought 
not at the Inſtigation of Church Men or others, 
to invade the. Kingdom of Chriſt, in laying - 


Reſtraints or Diſcouragements upon the Con- 


ſciences of any of their Subjects by penal 
Laws, or Diſqualifications on Account of 


Matters purely ſpiritual and religious, which 
appertain not to their Province; ſo ought not 


Church men under any Pretence whatſoever, 


to invade the Kingdoms of this World, or 


ſtir up Rebellion againſt their lawful Princes 
to whom they owe Allegiance by the Law of 
Nature and their own Promiſes, who are the 
Miniſters of God unto them for Good *, and 


appointed by him, for the Protection and 


Preſervation of Mens worldly Rights and 
Properties: And we in this Kingdom have 
great Reaſon to eſteem our ſelves very happy, 


in being bleſſed with ſuch an excellent Form 


of Government, and with ſuch a benevolent. 
Prince at the Head of it, who is the common 


Father of all his People. But to return, 
The Knowledge and Feeling of the Influ- 


ence of the divine Spirit, ſenſibly and experi- 


mentally | enlightening and quickening our 


. Reaſon, Affection, and Will, thoſe noble and 


principal. Powers and Faculties of our Souls, 
is the Life and Spirit of Piety and true Re- 


ligion, or rather is Piety and true Religion 

it ſelf, without which all external Acts, how- 
POLE -: ſoever ? 
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been, and ever will be teſtifyed againſt.by 
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16 Of the Power and Operation 

fever good in Appearance, are empty Things 
and avail not in God's Sight, Who looks at 
the Source and Origin of Actions: Hence 
our Saviour took occaſion to reprehend the 
| Scribes'and Phariſees of Old, for their Want 
of Holineſs of Heart, tho? they made a fine 


outward Appearance, and performed external | 


2 

75 
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Worſhip, with a great Shew of Devotion and 
Piety; faying Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, 
 Hypocrites, for ye make clean the outſide of the 
Cap and of the Platter, bat within they are full 
| of Extortion and Exceſs. Thou blind Phariſee 

(faith He) «leanſe firft that which is within the 
Cup and Platter, that the outſide of them may 
be clean alſo. Adding, Wo unto you Scribes and 
Phariſees Hypocrites ; for ye are like unto whited 
Sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful out- 
ward, but are within full of dead Mens Bones, und 
of all uncleanneſs ; even ſo ye alſo outwardly ap- 


pear righteous unto Men, but within ye are full i 


of Hhpocriſy and Iniquity x. And this was 
.the Condition of their Fathers before them ; 
they had God, Religion, and Devotion in their 
Mouths, Sacrifices, Oblations, and Incenſe in their 
Hands; and obſerved new Moons, Sabbaths, call- 
ing of Aſſemblies and ſolemn Meetings; but 
were departed from God in their Hearts, and 
become 4 ſinfal Nation, a People laden with 
Tniquity, and a Seed of evil Doers : Children 
that were Corrupters, who had forſaken the Lori 
J. But that they might return to Him, he 
called upon them, ſaying, Maſb ye _ ye 
cleas, 
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clean, put a ay the Evil of | our Doings from 
before mine Eyes; (for God looks at the Heart) 


caſe to do Evil, learn to do well *. And 


again, Oh Jeruſalem waſp. thine Heart | 
V ickedneſs, that thou may ſi be ſaved |. 
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Our Saviour therefore in his excellent Ser- 
mon on the Mount, ſays, A are the pure 
in Heart for they ſhall ſee God ſ which is the 
indiſpenſable Qualification of a Child of God, 


and real Chriſtiun; for they and they only, 


are the Sons of God, whoſe Hearts are purified 


*Ifa. i. 16, 17. & Jer. iv. 14. II Mat. v. 8. dh Rom. Vl. 
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- CHAP. . 


Of the Nece ſſit * of divine Jllumin ation, 
and that the Lig bt and Operation of 
God's Spirit, and the Light and Ope 


ration of Man 5 Spirit are different, 
and diſtinguiſhed the one from. the 
F 


T T will I doubt not be readily agreed, 

that tlie Spirit of God and the Spirit of 
3B NMlan, muſt needs be different and diſtin& 
| in Nature and Eſſence. The divine Spi- 
3 rit and Wiſdom of God, and the humane 
* EReaſon of Man muſt needs be of differ- 
ent Kindes and Natures; otherwiſe the 
Soul of Man would be God, of the ſame Ef 
ſence with Him and not a Creature, but Al- 
| mighty, omnipreſent, and omniſcient; for ſo 
| without Controverſy God is; elſe He could 
WM not produce ſuch an innumerable -Company 
| of Beings and Creatures, as are contained in 
1 the Univerſe, preſerve them in that admir- 
j able Beauty and Harmony they are in, and 
provide for all Events, as *tis manifeſt he 


if doth, . to the Wonder and Amazement of W 
Men; which Man is utterly uncapable of. 
And therefore the Spirit and Wiſdom of God, MY . 
| and the Spirit and Reaſon of Man, are inf. 

nitely different in their Powers and Natures WW . 


And then that the Light and Operation of 
each of theſe Spirits or Powers, muſt ne 
_ alſo: 


* 
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cording to the Principles from which they 
flow, I think unavoidably follows. This 
I take to be exceeding clear from the Reaſon 
and Nature of Things, and the ſame is not 
leſs manifeſt from the Holy Scriptures. 

For God ſa id, My Spiri ſhall not always ſtrive 
with Man . If God's Spirit and Man's Spirit 
had been of the ſame Kind and Nature 
in their Light and Operation, there could 
not have been a ſtrife between them. 

In the Levites acknowledging of God's 


Goodneſs to the Children of Iſrael, they 


ſaid unto him, Thou gaveſt alſo thy good Spir it 


10 inſtruct them J. 80 that their Spirit had 
need of Inſtruction from God's Spirit, and 
therefore they appear to be two diſtinò 

Spirits in their Light and Operations. 
- The Spirit it ſelf beareth witpeſs with our Spi- 
rit, that we are the Children of God . The 
Apoſtle is here ſpeaking, of the Evidence and 
Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, to the Spirit 
of the Sons of God, that they are His; 8 
that the Spirit of God, and the Spirit even of 


the Sons of God, the Spirit of Men born 


again, appear to be diſtin& Beings and Spi- 
rits, and to be contrad iſtinguiſhed in their 
Light and Operar ions. 
ye bath not ſeen, nor Ha 
entered into the Heart of Man, the Things which - 
God hath prepared for them that love Him: But © 

God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit |||. 


- 
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divine Illumination. 19 
alſo be of different Kindes and Natures, ac- 


30 Of b —— if OM 
Tit evident, by the Inſufficieney of the Heart 


or Soul of Man to diſcover God's KIndneſs 
and Will to them who love him, without th 
Help or Revelation of God's Spirit, that they 
are diſtinct Spirits and have 1 
and Operation. 


And in the very next Verde we have the | 
Apoſtles Reaſon, For what Man knowerh the 


Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man, whith 


in hin; even ſo the Things o God knoweth nb 


Man, but the Spirit. of God. A clearer Di- 
ſtinction bet wen God's Spirit and Man's Spi- 


rit, in their ſeveral Lights and Operations can. 


not poſſibly be made. Here is ſet forth the 
Accſore Neceſſity of the divine Illumination 
of God's Spirit, to enlighten Man's Spirit, in 


order to his Knowledge of the Things of God. 
Which ſhews how unable Man's Reaſon, gf. 
fection, and Will, is to ſuch an Undertaking 
without God's Help; and what need there 
15 of being ſrengthened with Might by his Spi- 


vir, in the inner Man . 50 much as to Chet. 
Kians i in general. 0. 
Then as to the Miniſteries of the Prophets, 


In their Days the common /Phraſe am 


them was, The Word of the Lord came apto 
we ſaying,” Now this was the Voice and Spe 

of God's Spirit, to their Spirits; for the Propheh 
came not in old Time, (or at any Time, as the 
Margin reads it) by the Will of Man (or Man's 
Spirit) bat holy Mew of God Thee 4 9 Yong 
moved by the Holy . 12 
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Hie Ward of the Lord (ſays Ezekiel) tome 
| unto me ſaying, Son of Man propeſie againſt the 
Prophets of 1irael, that erg and ſay thou un- 
10 Toth that propheſ out of their own Hearts ;. 
(fach-as made Diſcourſes withoyt divine In- 
ſpiration) Hear ye the Word of the Lord, Thus 
faith the Lord God, Wo unte the fooliſh Pro. 
phets, that follow "thei? obs 8 pirit and have - 
ſeen nothing (i. e. from God) or as the Mar- 
gin reads it, and De which they have not 
ſeen (i. e. from God) *. See here how 
clear the Diſtinction is made, between God's 
Spirit and Man's Spirit, in their ſeveral In- 
fluences and Operations. 

In the Days of Chrift and ks: Apoſtles the 
Phraſe was changed, into that of the Leading, 
Utteraneey Reval tion or Gaidaende of the Spi- 
rit, or the Holy Ghoſt being upon them. 

is faid of Simeon, The Holy Ghoſt "was 
him. And it was revealed unto him by the I 4000 | 
| Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſee. Dearh,' before he 
had ſeen.- the Lord's Chriſt.” And ho nr 0 
the Spirit into the Temple & TE." 

Jeſus being full of the Ho Ghoſt re Pom 
Jordan, and Was led _- the” rs into 00 
Wilderneſs f. 

And Jeſus med, in the Power of 1. 70 
into Galiles h.. 

And they were all fil F ak the Hal | 
and began to ſpeak with other Tongwes, 4. ihe 
Spirit gave. $0008 Utterance q * b | 
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22 Of the Neceſſi ty of _ 


The Spirit ſaid unto Philip, G 0 near, and j Jos: 


thy ſelf to this Chariot *. 
_ While Peter thought on the Viſion, the Spit 
ſaid unto him, behold three Men ſeek thee ||. 
And the Spirit bad me go with them, 0 id 
Peter) J. 


And the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, God, hath re. 
| vealed. them (viz His Things) anto us by bi 


Spirit |. 
How that by revelation (fays Paul) He (God) 


made known unto me, the Myſtery——— which in 


other Ages was not made known unto the: Sons of | 


Men, as it is nom revealed unto his holy Spee 
and Prophets by his Spirit xXx. 

But the Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the Father will ſend in my Name, He ſhall 
teach you all Things (neceſſary for You! to ae 
of God and Religion) J.. 

Hombeit when He, the Spirit of Trath, 10 alk 


1 ſpall guide you into. all Truth, (neceſſary o 


Salvatian) 4* 

But the anointing hich (by meafſi ure) 2 ben 
received of Him (Chriſt the anointed = God 
without Meaſure) abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any Man teach you ; but as the (ame an. 
dbinting teacheth you of all Things (necellary ta 

Salvation) U. 

In theſe Quotations we have an Account 
given us of God's Spirit coming upon Man's 
Spirit flug Es It; POOR of it; eee to 

Bj 


* + Aﬀts viii 29. I Adds x. 19. A Acts Xie 12: "T 1 Cor. is 
10. ** Eph. iii. 3,5 7* John xiy. 26. + 
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divine Illumination 23 
it; revealing to it; teaching, guiding. and giv- 
ing Utterance to it; from whence it clearly 
appears they are two diſtinct Spirits, and dif- 
fer as much in their Light and Operation, as 
the Creator from the Creature in Perfection 
and Power; and how neceſſary divine Illu- 
mination in Religion is. ; 


— cut.. Aith.4 
be A 


CHAP. V. 


Containing ſome Teſtimonies of modern 
Authors of different Perſwaſims to 

the Truth maintained in the forego- 

; ing Chapter. pie: 


a HE Chriſtians Pattern wrote by Tha- 
5 : mas of Rempis above 250 Years ago, hath 
o in it a great many Teſtimonies to the Truth 
N laid down in the former Chapter. Particular- 
ly in book 1 Cap. iii, Of the Doctrine of Truth. 
ibid. Cap. v. Of the reading the Holy Scriptures. 
In book 2. Cap i. Of the inward Life. ibid. 
Cap. viii. Of familiar Converſation with Jeſus. 
In book 3. Cap. i, Of the inward ſpeech of 
Chriſt to a faithful Soul. Ibid. Cap. ii, That 
Truth ſpeaketh, inwardly without noiſe of Words. 
Where the Neceſſity of divine Illumination 
is clearly aſſerted, and evident Diſtinct ions 
maintained, between the Teachings of God in 
the Soul, and the Soul's own Teaching. And 
how much preferable God's Speech to the Sauk 
„FFF 


a a > W 


. Souls. pa. 3 1. 
J can do all Things through Cbriſt that ( enabl- 


then firſt, as the Eunuch does in the At, 
4 of whom fpeaks our Apoſtle this, of himſelf 


24 Teſtimonies of modern Authors, 
the Inſpirer and Enlightoner of all the Feber 
is, to Aan Speceh. _ 

There can therefore (ays the ever me- 
morable J. Hales) be but two certain and 
infallible Interpreters of Scripture; either it 
felf or the Holy Ghoſt the Author of it. pa. 
18. Golden * 

The literal, plain, and uncontroverlie 
Meaning of Scripture (faith he) without 
any Addition or Supply, by Way of Interpre- 
tation, is, that alone, which for Ground of 
Faith we are neceſſarily bound to accept, 
except it he there, where the Holy Ghoſt him 
ſelf treads us out an other Way, pa. 24. 
only to ground for Faith (ſays he) on the 
plain uncontroverſable Text of - Scripture, 
and for the reſt to expect and pray for 
© Coming of our Elias; This ſhall compoſe 
our Waverings and give final Reſt to our 
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And on theſe Words of the Apoſtle (els 0 
eth or ) flrengtheneth me *. He ſays 1 ask 


7 
1 
| 4 

0 

c 

c 

4 
Cf 

c 


© or of ſome other Man? IT anſwer both of him- 

© felt and all other Chriſtians ; for every Chti 
© {tian Man, by reading it as he ought a 
* it his own; for in reading it as he ought, 
© he reads it with the ſame Spirit, with wi 
0 St. Paul wrote It. Pa. 149. -4 


* Phil, ir. 13. 


| ref Apertur Perſua us 


And ſays he, Why ſeems it move x Jo 
© lous, to open the Eyes of him that was 
born blind, than for every one of us to open 
© the Eyes ok our. Underſtanding, which' by 
reaſon of original Corruption was horn 
« blind ?, For by the ſame Finger, by the ſame 
| © Power of God, by which the Apoſtles did 
e © work theſe Miracles, doth every Chriſtian do, 
t © thi + And without this Finger it is as 
„ inmpoſſble for us to do thut, as for the Apoſtles 
x£W< to fo the Miracles they did. pa. 162. 
, 

* 


. 


Ihe Chriſtian (ſays he) carries a ſhew 
© of Weakneſs without, but SN is full of 
; © God and Chriſt. pa. 166. bn n 
e On that Text, My. Nanga is not of. this 
e, World *. He ſays, ' Io rule the 7zward: po 
„in our Hearts and Souls, to ſet up an impe 
0 rial Throne in our Underſtandings — 
© Wills ; this Part of our Government 23 | 
© to God and to Chriſt: Theſe are the Sabjetts, 
© this the Goverument of his Kingdom; Men 
may be Nings of Earth and Bodies; but 
1 * Chriſt alone is the King of vici al Scale 
Aen. 198, 199. big ade! 
The Kingdom pr Read is within you, 
c rays he) let every Man therefore retire into 
* himſelf, and fee if he can find this Kingdom 
in his Heart; for if he find it not 9 in 
* vain will he (ſeek; to) ind it in all che 
: World beſides. pa. 202. 
And ſpeaking of the Moien of 4 Church, 
wicnſing e $0. uy the _ of the holy Scrip- 
| 9 | ann 
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26 Teſtimonies of modern Authors 
tures, and their Authority as the great- 
eſt, if not the fole outward Means of our Con- 
ſent to the ſame, He adds But this is only 
© fides hamano judicio et teſtimonio acquaſita ; 
© what ſhall we think of fides infuſa? Of the 
© inward working of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
© Conſcience of every Believer * How far 
© it is a Perſwader unto us of the Authority of 
© theſe Books, T have not much to fay : Only 


© thus much in general, that doubtleſs the 


© Holy Ghoſt. dath ſo work in the Heart of 
© every true Believer, that it leaves a farther 
Aſſurance, ſtrong and ſufficient to ground 
© and ſtay it ſelf upon. pa. 330, The At 

From theſe Quotations out of this valuable 
Author, it appears that he underſtood” that 
the Figures and Characters of God's Spirit, in 
the Hearts or Spirits of Men, and not their 
own Hearts and Spirits, were the Law, or 
Rule to Mankind, before the outward Law 
was given; and that as the Holy Ghoſt, and 
not Man's Spirit, was the Author of the Holy 
Scriptures ; ſo, not Man's Spirit, but the Hol 
Ghoſt, in his Light and Operation, is an infal 
lible Interpreter of it. That every Chriſtian 
Man ought to read it in the ſame Spirit, witlt 
which it was wrote; without which, 'tis as 
impoſſible for our Underſtandings to be enlight- 
ened (as to the Things of God) as it was for 
the Apoſtles to work Miracles. That. God and 

Chriſt, have ſet up an imperial Throne in our 
Underſtandings and Wills, to rule the inward 


Man in our Hearts: (For it ſeems according! 


to him that it is not to rule but to be ruled) 
| 55 That 
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f - different Perſwaſions, 27 
That Chriſt alone, is the Ring of Spirits and 
Souls, and as His Kjnedom is mithin, 10 everx 
Man muſt retire into himſelf to find it there, 
if ever he finds it. What plainer Teſtimonies 
can there be given to the divine Illumination 
and Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, upon the Rea- 
fon, or Underſtandings, and Wills of Men, as 
diſtin from the ſame; and not only cf Ser- 


vice but of abſolute Neceſſity to the Happineſs 


of the Souls of Men. i 
The learned and judrcious Dr. Robert Gell, 


| wholived ia the Reign of K. Charles the firſt, 


and preached a Sermon before him at New- 


warket, in the Year 1631, as the Preface to 


the two Volums of his Notes and Obſerva- 
tions on the New Teſtament ſays, hath theſe 


| remarkable Paſſages on this Subject, in the 
| ſaid Volumes. Fg 


15s impoſſible (fays he) to give true 
* Teſtimony of Chritt, unleſs we know and 
feel him livingly acting in us, in his Work 


| © and Deed, unleſs we can truly and experi- 


* mentally ſay, that We have ſeen ang bare 
* witneſs *. Vol. 1. Fol. 295. 13.4 
© God's immediate Voice (ſays he) is that 
* whereby he ſpeaks inwardly unto the Man 
in his Heart. Audiam quid in me loquatur 
* dominus I. Do ye ſeck a Proof of Chriſt's 
* ſpeaking, in me +? The Angel ſpake 9. 
This Voice ſpeaking in Man is no other, 
than, that i ward Tractus, or the Nrawing 
F God, ibid 3833. 5 
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Juthors 
And (he faith) He (God the Father) 
« hath given an unerring Guide unto- the 


World, his Word, that ſpeaks to us and in ad; 
That Aye (word) wich hath ſpoken in 


© all Men, from the Beginning and yer Te 
* b hd | 


How can Chriſt be faid to be erucifiedhi 
. the Galatians? To which (fays he) I an- 
< ſwer, when they yielded not, unto the Mp: 


tions of his Spirit, in themſelves, but withſtood 
4 8 reſi Wd them; when they withſtood 


the Holy ir ur of Chriſt's Spirit, ſtriving 


with them; when they grieved, when they 


© quenched the Holy Fire in themſelves ;- when 
© they y yielded unto the ward Antichriſt, 
* uſurping a Power in them: For both can- 


« not live together. ? Vol. 2. fol. 233. 


Theſe four Quotations out of Dr. Gell 45 


tain clear Teſtimonies to the Spirit f God and 


Chriſt, as operating in and upon May's Spirit 


and evidently diſtinguiſhed from it. 


Let us hear him again * What He (God) 


„ promiſed, that he would fill his Houſe, or 


Temple with his Glory * What vinderftand 
© we but the Bodies, Souls and Spirits of his 
Saints, who are his T emples, ern his Holy 
Spirit. ibid. fol. 265. | TT th 

God who commanded the Light fo | ſhine out 
f Darkneſs, ſhines in our Hearts, to give the 
k Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God 

in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt J. This divine 


- an} 8 Light of ls (ehe th 
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7 he Underſtanding” receiveth” from the San 
Rig hteouſneſs ; as we receive the dun- 
EY in a Glaſs; and as thoſe beget a Re- 
« ſemblance of the Sun from whende" chey 
« come ; 46 'theſe heavenly" Rays beget a 
c Likeneſs and Reſemblance unto God, whence 
© 2 Follower of God becomes renewed in the 
6 Spirit of the Mind *, that is renewed in 
Knowledge according to the Image of him 
| © that created him +. Tbid. 274. 
8s that (ſays he) as Chrift the Subject of 
c the Goſpel comes, and preacheth inwardly 
© unto Men, ſo do the Miniſters teſtifie an 
« preach outwardly ; and in this Senſe, he that 
© heareth you (that is outwardly) ſaith our Sa- 
© viour, he heareth me, i. e. 7awardly: Thus 
St. Paul came and preached wes, fl to the 
« * Epheſ ans . And Chriſt himſelf, came and 
« preached izwardly unto them, (for out. 
* wardly we cannot underſtand it) * bid. 
Fele JJ, 3330 a 
The Diet) cannot be ipprovetiats unto : 
* (fays he) büt by ſomewhat of its own; 
© as no Man can ſee the San but by Its own 
40 Light. A 
And thus Chrift (ays he) i is the At 15 
Eternal living Word, which hath in all Parts 
+ of time, come and ' ſpoken. to the Patriarchs 
| © and Prophets, and al holy Men of God: Thus 
| © he preached in and by Noah, 4 Preacher of 
c e 9. r is s the APY 1 
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30 Teſtimonies of modern Authors 
that lifts up her Voice and cries *. Ibid 550, 
And again he ſays The Lord ſpeaks and 
© yrites with the Finger of his Spirit, in the 
« Heart. Bid. 38 ½/%/%9% on dings 
| Theſe are but a ſmall Number. of the 
many Quotations, which might be made out of 
thoſe two excellent Volumes, in Confirmation 
of the Truth and Neceſlity of the Immediate 
Teachings of God by his Spirit, in the Hearts 
of Men; as diſtin and diſtinguiſhed from, 
the Teachings of Man's own Spirit, Reaſon, or 
Wiſdom; and as highly ſurpaſſing the Light 
and Operation of the Powers, and Faculties of 
our Souls and Spirits. 1 1 
Dr. Hammond in his Paraphraſe and An- 


T 
; 


notations upon the new Teſtament, ſays on theſe 


Words, (viz.) For what Man knoweth the Things 
a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man which is in 

m? even ſo the Things of God knoweth no Man, 
bat the Spirit of God . In his Paraphraſe as 
follows (viz.) For as among Men the 
Thoughts, and great Concernments, and 
Deſigns of a Man, though none elſe know. 
© eth them, yet his own Spirit doth ; ſo theſe 
divine Matters, though none elſe can reveal 
them to us, yet His Spirit can. On verſe 
12 he adds And this is that Spirit which 
* we have received, the very Spirit of Gad, 
(not the Spirit which ſuggeſts worldly 
Things to us, that inſtructs us in thoſe,) 
And on verſe 14 he ſays, But ſuch Things 
Sas theſe, they, that are led only by the Light 
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« of humane Reaſon, the learned Philoſophers 
c. do abſolutely deſpiſe ?. And of the 
« Chriſtian, he ſays, on verſe 15, Being not 


| © himſelf perſwaded by any other Arguments, 


but only by thoſe that he hath thus received 
from the Spirit of God, he cannot reaſonably 


| © be refuted, by any other Sort of Arguments 
taken from humane Reaſon or worldly Wiſdom > 


Pole: 515... Ng 
e very plain Diſfinct ions made, be- 
tween the Light and Teaching of the Spirit 
of God and the Things that it revealeth on 
the one Hand; and the Light of the Reaſon 
or Spirit of Man, and the Things that it is 
capable of Teaching on the other Hand; which 
ſhews that the Light and Influence of the 
Spirit of God; and the Light and Influence 
of the Reaſon or Spirit of Man, are not one, 
but two diſtinct Principles, or Agents in Men; 
and the abſolute Neceſſity of divine Illumi- 
nation for the Knowledge of the Things of 
Take one Teſtimony more from this famous 


Doctor, to the ſame Purpoſe in his Annotation 


on 1. John iii. 9. (viz) What Yαοο in D 
* being born of God, ſignifies as hath been noted 


John 1. note' b. to have received ſome. 


* ſpecial Influence. from God, and by the 
I 5 or Power . of that, to be raiſed to 
a Pious Life. Agreeably 9er i rc 
eit he that hath been born ef God, is lit- 


* terally he that hath had ſuch. a bleſſed 


$ Change wrought in him by 1 5 
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Ae am far from denying (faith: he): that 


55e Secking i and: examining. (ſays. he) with- 


His dear Son, transfor med inthe S v8 
Mind. that is ſincerely changed fromfall 
l to all Gvodz -from'Obajence $0;the Hg 
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che. to an Obedience 10 God. Folie. 8 3% 


The ingenious and judicious Rocł that great 
Admirer and Maſter of Reaſau, who ſeems to 
have carryed humane Underſtanding to its hight 
eſt Pitch, and to have made full Proof of the 
Alilities of our natural Powers and Facultia, 

yieldeth. to rhe Force of theſe Truths, ail 
conſeſſerh! that God wffords, Man divine Illumi- 
at ian, Or Light and Help from Heaven, of a 
Nature ſuperiour to, and contradiſtioguithe 
from the Light of the Mind, Reaſon, or 2 
Ungerſtanding of Man, as what is neceſſary ft 
him, to enlighien and alſiſt him i in thèe Know- 

of the Tinga f God and true Religion, 


N * ; * K * * N 8 3 . 


© God: can, or:doth, ſometimes enlighten.Þens 
Minds, in the apprehending of certain Truths 
dior exeite them to good Actions, by the 
Tanmedlate Inflaence and Afſiſtanie of the (Hplj 

©. Spirit. Vol. i. of his Works. Folio 333-1 © 


© out the jpecial Grace of God) will not ſecure 
£;6ven- Knowing. and learned Men from 
Error. Vol. 11. Folio 266. ad 0 ©) N 5 
God alone (ſaith he) can chen che Ear; 
ezithat it ma ye her, and open the Heart, r 
% may ander ind Ibid. Fol.' 26g! N 
Tis too Harden Task (fich he) for tina 
Fes Reaſon to eltablilh ans M dit 
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.ef-different Per ſwaſions. 33 
tae us Parts, upon it's true Foundations, 
te With: . elear and convincing, Light. — 
r "-Eupgrience ſhews that the Knowledge of 

„Moelalicy, by, meer natural Light , (how 
L agreeable ſocver it be to it) makes but a 
© flow: FProgreſs, and little Advance in tho 
World —=— tis plain in fact, that humane 
+ Reaſon: unaſſiſted failed Men in it's great and 

proper Buſineſs of Morality, It never from 
* unqueſtionable Principles, by clear Deduc- 
tions made out, an entire Body of the Law 
6 of Nature. And he that ſhall colle& all the 
© moral Rules of Philoſophers, and compare 
them with thoſe contained in the New Teſ- 
* zament, Will find them to come {ſhort of the 
« Morality delivered by our Saviour, and 
© zaupht by his Apoſtles : A Colledge made up, 
« for the moſt Part of Ignorant, but inſpir- 

ed Fiſhermen. Ibid. Fol. 532, 533. : 

Here (ſays he) Morality has a ſecure 
© Standard, that Revelation vouches, and 
© Reaſon cannot gainſay, nor queſtion ; but 
both together witneſs to come from Goa, the 

great Law-Giver. 16:4. Fol. 5 34. 

The Philoſophers (ſays he) who ſpoke 
© from Reaſon, made not much mention of 
© the Deity in their Erhicks. They depended 
* on Reaſon and her Oracles ; which contain 
nothing but Truth: But yet ſome Paris of 
© that Truth lie too deep for our natural Powers 
© ealily to reach, and make plain and viſi- 
© ble to Mankind, without ſome Light from 
8 * Above o direct them, Ibid. 53. 
* 25 f We 
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c hedged in with- prevailing Cuſtoms ; *tis 80 


We are (ſays he) favourable enough, 
* to our own Faculties to conclude, that they 
of their ows Strength would have attained 


© thoſe Diſcoveries without any foreign Al. 


| c ſiſtance. Ibid. Fol. 5345 535. „ 


Many (ſays he) are beholden to Revela- 
tion who do not acknowledge it. Tis no 
© diminiſhing to Revelation, that Reaſon gives 


its ſuffrage too, to the Truths Revelation has 


«© diſcovered. But 'tis our Miſtake to think, 


© that becauſe Reaſon confirms them to us, 


ve had the firſt certain Knowledge of them 
from thence, and in that clear Evidence we 
© now poſſeſs them. The contrary is mani. 


_ © feſt in the defective Morality of the Gentiles, 
© before our Saviour's Time. [bzd. Fol. 535. 


To theſe I muſt add (fays he) one Ad- 


. vantage more by Jeſus Chriſt, and that is, the 


Promiſe of Aſſiſtance. If we do what we 


can, He will give us His Spirit, to help us 


< todo what and how we ſhould. T will de 


idle for us, who know not how our own 
© Spirits move and act us, to ask in what 
Manner the Spirit of God, {hall work upon 
© us. The Miſdom that accompanies that Spi 


© 7it knows better then we, how we are made 
and how to work upon us. Ibid. Fol. 537. 
Jo a Man (lays he) under the Difficult 
of his Nature, beſet with Temptations, ald 


© {mall Encouragement to tet himſelf ſeriouſſ 
on the Courſes of Vertue, and Practice 
true Religion, that he is from a ſure Hah 
* and an Almighty Arm promifed Aſsftance tt 


ſupport 


53 8386 wid eee 

Here are evident Teſtimonies to the Ne- 
ceſſity of divine Illumination, and clear 
Diſtinctions maintained between the Light 
of Reaſon, our own Spirits and natural Powers 


| of the one Hand; and Light from Above to 
direct and help us, or the Operation of the 


Spirit of God in us, on the other Hand. 

In his Paraphraſe on 1. Cor ii. 10. he ſays, 
But theſe Things which are not diſcover- 
© able by Man's natural Faculties and Powers, 
God hath revealed to us by Hu Spirit, 
which ſearcheth out all Things, even the 
deep Counſels of God; which are beyond 


© the Reach of our Abilities to diſcover. Vol. 


iii. Fol. 154. | * | F x ROE $7 2 
On 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4. he paraphraſes: Are 
ye not carnal, and manage your ſelves in the 


Conduct, both of your Minds and Actions, 


* according to bareh humane Principlet, and 
do not as ſpiritual Men, acknorwledge all that 


formation, and all thoſe Gifts wherewith 


the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are furniſhed 
for the Propagation. of the Goſpel, to come 
* wholly from the Spirit of God. Ibid. Fol. 157. 


And on verſe 7 © What Gifts (ſays he) of 


* the Spirit, what Kypowledge of the Goſpel, 
* has any Leader among you, which he re- 


© ceived not, as intruſted, to him of God and 


2 acquired by his own Abilities. Ibid. Fol. 
190. El | £4 
On 1 Cor. xii. » UG 1 
© oz our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and believe in 


um, 


ſupport and carry him through. ? Vid. Fol. 


25 he ſays 2 © For all chat HE 


36 — f modern dutbors 


> 
it upon no other Ground, but Relation 
Cc. 


him, do it by the Spirit of God; i. e, can do 


coming from the Spirit of God. Ibid. Fol 191, 
192. 

On 2 Cor. iv. 12. he ſays in hls Paräphraſe, 
The Energy of the Spirit of Chriſt, Whereby 


he lives in, and gives Life to thoſe, who | 
© believe in him. Ibid. Fol. 226. 


On 2 Cor. x. 5. he paraphraſes thus; 4 Beat 
© ing down humane Reaſonings, and all the 
tomring and moſt elevated Laperſtrüctures, ; 
< raiſed thereon by the Mit of Man, againſt 
© the Knowledge of God, as held forth it "the 


© Goſpel, Captivating all their Notions, and bring: 


0 188 them into ere to ene beer Bl: 
4 ro 
0 Rom. viii. 6. his Paraphrofe is, Our 
© ſetting our ſelves ſeriouſly, and ſincerely. to 
© obey the Dictates and Directions o ++: the Spirit; : 
produces Life and Peace. bid. 02. - 
And in his Notes in the ſame Folio e ſays, 
As Chrift in the Fleſh was wholly exempt, 
« from all Taint of Sin; ſo we by that $pi- 


crit which mas in him ſhall be exempt, from 


© the. Dominion of our carnal Luſts, if we 
© make- it our Choice, and endeavour to live 
© after the Spirit. Ver. 9, 10, 11. For that 
© which- we are to*perform by that Spirit, is 
the Mortification of the Deeds of the Body, 
Ver, 17. 

© Now (ays his J is the Spiri of, God ali 
© that enlivens Men jo, as to enable them tb 
* caſt off the Dominion off their Lofts. Abit 


Fol. 
L365: AY 285 


K 
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0 Here he (the Apoſtle ſays he) ſhews; that 
0 Chriſtions are delivered from the Dominion 
« of their carnal finful Luffs, by the Spirit of 
Goa, that is given to them, and Newell in them, 
cas à nem quickening Printiple and Power, by 
« which they are put into the State of a pri. 
© tual Life, wherein their Members are made 
capable of being made the Leffe, of: 
0 Righteouſne 5. Ibid. Fol. 304. | 

On Eph. it. 5. he notes. This Gickming 
© was by the Spirit of God, given to thoſe, ; 
« who by Faith in Chriſt were united to him, 
c n Members of Chriſt and Sons of God, | 

« partaking of the Adoption; by which" Spirit 


I has were put into a State "of Life, / ſee 


Rom. viii. 9-——15. and made capable, if 
© they would, to {ive to God, and not to obeß 
„Sia in the Luſts thereof, nor yield their 

Members Inſtruments of Sin unto Iniquity 5 
but to give up themſelves to God, as Men 
alive from the dead, and their Members t to 
God as T»ſtrgmhents of Righteouſneſs ; as our 


- Apoſtle  exhorts the converted Romans to 
{do ſ. Ibid. F +2540 
On Eph. ii. 8 he notes. No Deeds or 


© Works of theirs, nothing that they could do 


| © tO prepare or recommend themſel ves, cbatri- 


© bated ought, to the bringing them into the 
Ringdom of God, under the Goſpel ; that it 
Was 8 al purely the Work of Grace, for they 
„were all dead in Trefpaſſes and Sins, and 
could do nothing, not make one ſtep, or the 
. 0 Motion towards it. Faith wh ich alone 
| 1.7 +. gainel 


2i2ꝛüͤñ 


+ Rom. vi. 1113, 


38 Teſtimonies of modern {Authors 
gained them Admittance, and alone opened 
© the Kingdom of Heaven to Believers, Was, 
the ſole Gift of God; Men by their natural 
Faculties could not attain to it Tis God, 
© here, does all by Revelation of what they 
could never diſcover by their own natural Fa. 
© culties,? Ibid. Fol. 356. ſee alfo Ibid. Fol. 
360, 361. to the ſame Purpolee — 
What can be plainer, than that it was the 
Senſe of this great Writer, that Man's natu- 
ral Faculties and Powers alone, Bare hamane 
Principles, Humane Reaſon, could not pre- 
pare; recommend, or contribute ought, to the 
bringing Men into the Ningdom of God, un- 
op der the Goſpel; or enable them to make one 
| Step, or the leaſt Motion towards it. That 
{ Men by their own natural Faculties, could not 
j attain it; or ſo much as diſcover it; As being 
li that which is beyond the Reach of our Abili. 
| ties: But that, thi 1, to be diſcovered, reveal · 
ed, and attained. to, by the immediate Influ- 
ence, and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit only,” 
1 That 2h comes vholh from the Spirit of God, 
1 from the Energy of the Spirit of God and Chriſt, 
. as a nem quickening 97 and Pomer. And 
is purely the Work of Grace; and the ſole 
Gift. of Goc, m! % % vos OF? 
Which contain clear Teſtimonies, that the 
Ubi and Iufluence of the Spirit of God, ope. 
kaating on Man's Spirit, is of abſolute Neceſſity 
| becauſe it alone can give him the [Knowledge 
and Enjoyment of divine Things; and that the 
Diſabilitiy of the Light and Influence of Mans 
t COpirit, Reaſon and Underſtanding, is ſuch, that 


— 4 r r a 


- 
1 \ 
: 4 8 
oo 5 - > 


— » 


of different Per ſwaſions. 39 
without divine Help, it is not capable of the 
great and noble Purſuits, of true Piety and 
Religion. And therefore it unavoidably fol- 
lows, from his nervous Reaſoning, that the 
Light and Power of God's Spirit; and the 
Light and Power of Man's Spirit, muſt needs 
be, of infinitely different Natures and Kjznds. 
I be ingenious Monro, Vicar of Letter Ren- 
ney in the Kingdom of Ireland, in the ſecond 
Edition, of his Juſt Meaſures, of the pious In- 
„ ſtitution of Touth, hath among many others of 
like Import, the following remarkable Paſſa- 
ges on theſe: ess. 
Divine Things (ſays he) before we can 
diſcover their Beauty, or feel their Efficacy, 
muſt be ſeen in a divine Light. The natu- 
© ral Man faith St. Paul *, that is, he that 
| © hath nothing in him, but his corrupted 
© Reaſon and Faculties, and the Shadow, and 
« oftentimes: falſe Light, that the Exerciſe of 
' © theſe affords ; cannot know, the Things of 
© the Spirit of God; Know them healed, 
and yotionally as the Devils do, he may; 
but know them 4vinely, fo as to be tranſ- 
formed by them, and conformed to them, 
* he cannot; the Reaſon is plain, Becauſe 
© they are ſpiritually diſcerned; that is, they 
are truly and favingly known, by the 1la- 
© mination of the Holy Spirit only. Part. 2d, 
„For it is certain (ſays he) that all true 
« Chriſtians in every Age, are anointed 2 
„ „the 
— —— 6 Vs W-7s Þ 039 — ag 
| # 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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* was, otherwiſe they are not truę Chriſtzan, 
For the very Import of that worthy Name 
is to be anointed, that is, to be led, taught, 
governed and ſanctified, by the Holy Spirit 
* If any Man ſaith St. P aul *, hath not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of His; belides l 
would fain ask thoſe who deny that any 
other Light is neceſſary in order to know 
God and divine Things, ſavingly, but that 
of Reaſon, aſſiſted by outward Revelation, 
what, tolerable Senſe they will put on the 
devout and ardent Breathings of the Pal. 
miſt +. Open mine Eyes, teach me thy Sta- 
tutes, give me Underſtanding, and the like, 
which he repeats at every turn? To be 
{ure the Plalmiſt, had as great and as many 
Advantages, as others can pretend to; he 
had the Benefit of a dritten Law, and the 
Miniſtry of extraordinary Prophets, and no 
doubt had as good natural Faculties as his 
Neighbours ; and yet he ſaw the Neceſſity 
of another Light, in order to be divinely 
inſtructed. Vid. 332. _ „ 
When we have liſtened unto (ſays he) 
and complyed with the inward Calls and 
Motions, (of the Spirit,) He (God) comes and 
takes Poſſeſſion of us, and dwells in us, 
as in his living Temples: And then it 5, 
that we are divinely illuminated and taught: 


a K 


n 


* Rom. vill. 9. + Plal, cri. 
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Ibid. 340, 341. 
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For the Holy Spirit (ſays he) cannot dwell 
in unholy Hearts; he may indeed and actu- 
ally doth viſit wicked Men, with the gra- 
cious Deſigns of awakening them out of 
their ſinful Slumbers; urging and importu- 
ning them to their Duties, and aſſiſting in 
the Diſcharge of them; but take up his 
Reſidence in them, and abide with them, 
he cannot. For what Fellowſhip. can Light 
' have with Darkneſs ? How 1ncongruous, as 
« well as impoſſible is it, that the Spirit of 
Purity and Joy, of Love and Peace, of Uni- 
* ty and Harmony, of Sweetneſs and Benig- 
© nity, ſhould be ſtrictly united to, familiarly 
* converſe with, and conſtantly dwell in Souls, 
that are ſenſual and earthly, wrathful and 
furious, revengful and malicious, 3 
* and uneaſy Souls, diſordered and melanchol- 
* ly; theſe Things are contrary the one to the 
© other, and cannot poſſible fort together. Ibid. 
4 Neither (ſays he) can we hear the Voice 
© of the Holy. Spirit, nor receive any Profit 
from his loving Care, to inſtruct us, as long 


A aA ©” — „„ <A 


* 


as our Minds are diſtracted, and our Atten- 


tion diverted, by the Cares and Concerns 
* of the World, by the Tumults of our un- 
* ruly Paſſions, by inordinately pleaſing our 
« Senſuality, and indulging our ſelves the 
Liberty of ſpeculating vainly. His gentle 
Voice is heard only ia ſilence, and recollect ion, 
hen the Mind is ſerious and undiſturbed, 
© our Paſſions huſhed and the World ſecluded. 
© FE „„ 


_ © Motions, which it perceives and compre- 
_ © hends proportionably, as it is voided and 


more intelligible are the Motions of God to 


of out ward and foreign Objects, may my 


Jliſh of divine and ſpiritual Things, a 
. * therefore think fit to deny, what by Res 


42 Teſtimonies of modern Authors 


| be Holy Spirit (fays he) ſpeaks inwardly 


and immediatelj to the Soul; far God 14 


Spirit; the Saul # a Spirit; and they con- 


© verſe with one another in Spirit ; not by 
Words, but by ſpiritual Notiegs, which 
© however are more intelligible than the moi 
eloquent Strains in the World. God makes 


* himſelf to be heard by the Soul, by inward | 


* emptied of earthly Idea's; and the more 
© the Faculties of the Soul ceaſe their own 
* Operations, ſo much the more ſenſible and 


© it. Theſe immediate Communications of Gol 
with the Souls of Men are denyed and de. 
'* ridedgby a great many; but that the F. 
© ther of Spirits ſhould have no Converſe with 
our Spirits, but by the Intervention, on 


- 


; 
* ſeem ſtrange ; eſpecially when we are {if « 
© often told in holy Scripture, that we at I < 
the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and that G 
dwells in all good Men: And why the 
Holy Spirit's ſpeaking, i»wardly to the Sous 
of Men, His illuminating, teaching and wor 
ing in them immediately, ſhould be: treats < 
in ridicule, and be made a Subject of Drollen < 
and. Jeſt, I know no Reaſon, but that Mei 
are ſo ſunk into Earthlineſs and Carnalityl < 
that they have quite loft all Senſe, and e 
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« fon and their Indiſpoſition, and Liſtleſneſs 
+ they can have no Experience oo. 

« But that our Thoughts (ſays he) of this 
© important Particular may be diſtinct and 
clear, we mult conſider that the Holy Spirit 
© ſpeaks to two Sorts of Perſons, 1ſt, to ſuch 


as are ina State of Sin and Impenitency: Theſe 


© he ſolicites and importunes to return by in- | 
© ward Motions and Impreſſions, by ſuggeſting 
good Thoughts, and prompting to pious Re- 


| © ſolutions, by Checks and Controuls, by Con- 


viction of Sin and Duty; ſometimes by 
* Frights and Terrours, and other whiles by 
Love and Endearments. Thus he is ſaid 
to ſtand at the Door and knock *, and when 
* any by the Strength wherewith he hath 
© already inſpired them, do ſincerely abandon 
* and forſake their Sins, turn to God, and abſo- 
f Jutely reſign themſelves to His Conduct and 
Operations, then they are ſaid to hear His 
* Voice, and open the Door, and accordingly 
* He enters in, and takes Poſſeſſion of them ; 
* and if they continue faithful to him, and do 
not return again to folly , He will continue 
to carry on to Perfection, that which He 
hath graciouſly begun. On the other Hand, 
when, notwithſtanding all His loving Soli- 
citations, Men do ſtill cheriſh and cleave to 
their Luſts, and perſevere in a State of Sin, 
they are then ſaid to reſiſt the Holy Ghuſt ; 
hereby their Condition becomes very de- 
plorable and their Converſion very difficult; 
0 6 2 . 3 
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for the more Men reſiſt the Importunities, 


and ſtifle the Motions of the Hol; Spirit, the 


* ſtronger do the Chains of, their Corruption 
and Servitude become. Every new Act of 
Sin gives it a Degree of Strength, and con- 
© ſequently puts a new Obſtacle in the Way 
© of Converſion ; and when Sin is turned in- 
© to an inveterate and rooted Habit (which 
© by reiterated Commiſſions and long Con- 
© tinuance it is) then it becomes @ Nature, 
© andis as difficultly alter'd as nature is, Can 
© the Ethiopian change his Coloar? Or the Leo- 
© para his Spots? Then may you alſo do Good 
© who are accuſtomed to do Evil *. So that in 
© this Caſe the Converſion of Men becomes 
* morally impoſhble; for though the Mercics 
and Graces of God do never fail, and tho 
* the Holy Spirit continues his Solicitations, 
yet when Men by a long and wiltul Con- 
© tinuance in Sin have ſo hardened themſelves, 
that they become ſtupid and wholly inſen- 
« ſible to the divine Calls, and Voice, then 
the Holy Spirit abandons them to their 
Conduct; But my People, ſaith God by the 
© royal Prophet, would not hearken to my Voitt, 
© and Iſrael! would none of me; fo I gave them uf 
5 ro their own Hearts Luſts, and they Walled in 
© their own Counſels J. Sd ee 
© This weighty Conſideration ſhould oblige 
© Parents with all poſſible Seriouſneſs , de 
recommend to their Children, that they 


5 fail not betimes to liſten to the Calls and 


: 0 
Voice 
* Jer, xiii. 23. J Plal. Ixxxi. 11, 22 


' > 


« portunities. 


« Voite of the Holy Spirit, and that they be 


© infinitely tender of reſiſting His gracious Im- 
This good Spirit begins very ſoon to at- 
© tack young Hearts, that he may win them 
© to the Love of God, and engage them to 
© Remember their Creator in the Days of their 
© Touth, And oh happy! Yea thrice happy, 
they who comply with theſe early, Motions, 
and whodo not liſten to the fly and cunning 
© Infinuations of a tempting Devil, a flatter- 


| © ing World, and deceiving Fleſh! Oh how 
eaſie and delightful would Converſion to God, 


© and the Obedience of his Commands be, if 
we gave ear to the firſt Calls of the divine 
© Grace, and did ſet about the Work of our 
© Salvation, while our Hearts are tender, and 
flexible, and before we have contracted vi- 
© crous Habits; whereas if we neglect and de. 
lay it, and follow the Swing of corrupt Na- 
ture, and the Conduct of the wicked World, 
* and liſten to the fallacious Propoſals of the 
great Enemy of our Souls; as our Conver- 
ſion will become extreamly difficult, yea, 
6 _ next - — ſo if ever we ati 
© be prevailed: with heartily to engage in it, 
it will be infallibly — wet moſt 
* peircing Sorrows and Agonies, wich Fears, 
* and Anxieties, Horrours and Tremblings, 
© with Doubts and Uncertainties, and a 
Thouſand other racking and bitter Ingre- 
c dnt. — ——— 
. © zdly, He ſpeaks to ſuch as are in a Stave of 
© Purizy, that-1s' to fuch' as by his powenyl 
eo Eo: m8 TR 
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give good Gifts unto your Children, ham mut. 
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<- Operations have crucified the Fleſh with"the 
© Aﬀettions and Luſts , are ſanttified in Soul, 


Body, and Spirit, J, and cleanſed from all 


« \Filthineſs ||. Theſe are indeed the Temples 
© of the Holy Ghoſt, wherein he hath actually 


taken up his Reſidence, with theſe he en- 


© tertainsa moſt amicable and delightful Con. 


< verſe; he ſpeaks to them Peace and Conſo- 


© lation: He will ſpeak Peace to his People and 
© to his Saints , he ſpeaks in them; becauſe 
C e are Sons, God hath: ſent fe orth the Spirit of 


© his Son into your Hearts, crying Abba Father 


. He inſpires their Prayers with devout 
and filial Affect ions, and makes Interceſſion 
© for. them with Sighs and Groans that cannot be 


©. attered *, he guides and manages them, 
he Sons of God are led by the Spirit of God 


. he makes his bleſſed Fruits, Righte- 


and more to abound in them; he confirms 
© them in Goodneſs, perſwades them to Per. 
© ſeverance, and ſeals them to the Day of Re- 
© demption |. Ibid. 344, to 348. 


Again If je then being evil, know how to 


more will your heavenly Father give the Hol) 
Spirit 10 them that ast Him $& 


lt is the Prerogative of the Goſpel Ozcons- 
, that it is the Adminiſtration of the Spirit; 


sand it. is the Priviledge of all ſincere Chrif: 
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tians, not in one only, but in every Age; to 


is truly to receive the Holy Ghoſt, which be- 
comes in them a living Source, or Principle 
of Purity and Healing, of Life and Power, 
of Wiſdom and Counſel, of Joys and Con- 
ſolations, and in a Word of all divine and 
© heavenly Graces, which therefore are called 
in holy Scripture, the Fruits of the Spirit. 
Part 111. P. 2 inn 

© The Soul (ſays he) being thus raiſed ar 
from the Death of Sin, and born again, 18. 
divinely animated, and diſcovers that. it is 
© alive by the vital Operations. which it per- 
forms, and by the due Exerciſe of his aobler 


* 


Faculties, which are now: awakened,; and 


© invigorated, and the Life which it lives, in 
© conſequence of ſo bleſſed a Change, muſt be 


of different Per ſuuaſions. 47 


have this Promiſe made good to them, that 


© truly excellent and ſublime. Tis this that 


I am in the next Place to evince, and the 


Truth of it will appear, if we conſider, 


* 1ſt, The Source whence this Life is derived; 


for ſuch as the Source is, ſuch muſt be the 


Streams that iſſue from it. If the former be 
* of an excellent Nature and Quality. ſo muſt 


* the latter, be. likewiſe.” Now it is certain 
that the Source whence the Life, Iam ſpeak- 


f ing of, 3 flows, is ſupernatural and divime, | 


for it comes from Above, even from lim 
* with whom is the Fountain -of LV e „rand 


© whoſe Prerogative it is, to give Life unto the 
5 © Dead. | It is. God, 
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43 Teſtimonies of modern Authors | 


eth thoſe that are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sint &. 


And our Lord informs us that it is He who 
6 — 2 in the Souls «- deſire and admit 


of t em, A Weil of Water ſpringing ap into 


4 everlaſting Life J. And hence may appeat 


de Rea on, Why the Apoſtle gives this Life 
the Deſignation of the Life of God ||; name. 


$ ly, becauſe it is an Emanation from him, and 
© breathed into the Soul by his Spirit of Lif 
and Power; which Conſideration, as it ſaffi 
*: ciently evinces the Excellenty of this Life 
© and juſtly intitles it to the Character of 


Divine, às being a Derivation from à di. 


„vine Original; ſo likewiſe it clearly point; 
„out unto us the Way how we may come 
to be Par takers of it, which without doubt 
is by addreſſing with frequency and ferwoir 
it's adorable Author and Caufe ; for he hath 
*: promiſed that if we as we ſhall receive, if nt 
.* ſeek we ſhall find; and if ' we knock it ſbul 
be open d unto w **, And that Paſſage 0 
* his, in his Converſe with the: Woman d 
Samaria, If thou kneweſft the Gift of God, ani 
© who it is that ſaith unto thee, give me to drink, 
thou would'ft have. asked of him, and he 'woull 


- of have given thee living Water IN gil plainly 
lets us lee, that our devout Prayers and pow 


LF tunities, are the Means of deriving tit 
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. The Excellency of this Life appears from 
« the noble Principle that influences it; for 
© a Life that owes all its. vital Motions and 
© Operations to a Raue that is heavenly, and 

fublime, cannot but be excellent, and will 

| © diſcover that it is ſo, by its Inclinations and 
© Deſires, by its Deſigns. and Aims, by all its 
© 4#ions and Carriages, and by the ſecret 

« Breathings and Tendencies of the inward 

© Man, which certainly muſt be quite other 

than thoſe which Fleſh and Blood, and Cor- 
© ruption, do inſpire withal; for ſince they 
proceed from a noble Principle, they mult 

* conſequently be of a higher and more ex- 

© cellent Strain. Now as to the Principle of 

that Life which the Regenerated do live, 
ve are to obſerve, that the holy Scriptures 
© uſe a great Variety of Expreſſions concern- 
© ing it; for it is repreſented ſometimes, by 

God's dwelling in them *; ſometimes by 

* Chriſt living in the Heart J; at other 

* Times, and very frequently, by The. Law 

* of the Spirit of Life in Chrift Jeſus, or the 

* Holy Ghoſt inhabiting and influenceing the 

inner man ; Finally by the Emblem of 

Living Vaters, ſpringing up as a Well in the 

« Soul 4. The Reſult 

Ways of ſpeaking amounts in ſhort to this 

great and Important Truth; namely, that 

a certain intimate and operative Preſence of 

God in the Soul, is that noble Principle of the 
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50 Teſtimonies of modern Authors 
new Life, which we are inquireing after. 
© ?Tis this Preſence that by it's mighty Energy, 


© and divine Force, communicates a heavenly 


© Vigour and Sprightlineſs unto the inward 
Man. is it that powerfully touches and 
moves our nobler Faculties, that not only 
dilates, and actuates our Capacities, but alfo 
© delightfally entertains and fatisfies them; 
© for it is the Light of the Underſtanding, 
© and the ſovereign Good of the Will; it is 
the Love that raviſhes, and the Fullneſs that 
© allayes the eager Thirſt of the Soul. We 
© ought alwayes when we have Occaſion; to 
© conſider or diſcourſe of this Subject, care- 
* fully to remember, that the Soul of Man 
Vas originally deſigned to lodge the Deity, 
and that for that End it was endued with 
Capacities vaſtly great and large, and ſuch 
as no created Object, nor even all the Crea- 
© tures together, do bear any Proportion un- 


to, it being only an infinite Object, that can 


give entire Repoſe and Quiet to thoſe hound. 
leſs Deſires which we are conſcious, do 
move and ſtir in our Boſoms. Now the 
© bleſſed God, that inſinitely perfect and «moſt 
© communicative Being, is this Object; and 


"2 he is ſo, not meerly after an Ideal Manner, 


b as when we employ our active Powers in the 
© Contemplation of him and his Excellencies, 
in which Caſe tis not himſelf, but ſome 
_ © 'ſhadowey and languid Pictures of him, 

© ſome faint Reſemblance of his PerfeCQtions, 
that are immediately preſented to our Minds. 


But he is then the beatifying Objelt, m 
| 8 F 
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of different Perſwaſions. , 51 
© he is reallj and efficatiously preſent; in the 
Soul; and manifeſts his being there by his 
divine Operations, and the gracious Commu- 
vꝝicatious which he makes of his Light, and 
Grace, and ineffable Joys. This blisful Pre- 
ſence, the Regenerate who are delivered 
from the Dominion, and cleanſed from the 
Impurities of Sin, have recovered again, and 
it is on the Account of it, that they are 
ſaid to be a» Habitation of God through the 
& Sperit, and the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
for that good Spirit takes Poſſeſſion of them, 
« relides in their Hearts, becomes the Mover, 
* Exlightner, and Director of all their Facul- 
ties and Powers, gives a new and heavenly” 
Tincture, and Tendency to all their Incli- 
nations and Deſires, and in one Word, is 
the great Spring of all that they think, or 
do, or ſay; and hence it is that they are 
ſaid to walk no more after the Fleſh but after 
the Spirit, and to be led by the Spirit of God 
T. Paſſages which intimate very plainly , 
that theſe happy Souls are not any more 
under the Conduct and Power of Corrup- 
tion, nor ated by Fleſh and Blood, but that 
a divine and more excellent Principle animates, 
and influences them, even the Holy Ghoſt, 
who now 1s become dominant in the inward 
Man, and exerts his mighty Efficactes there, 
© al Things that were inconſiſtent with his 
« Preſence and Operations, being removed and 
© done away. 1 
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51 Teſtimonies of modern Author's 


d From what, ſays he, I have ſaid on , this' | 


© Head, may appear the fundamental Reaſon 
_ © why the Inſpirations and Communications 
© of the Holy Spirit ought not to be look'd 
Jon as Favours peculiar only to certain Perſons, 
and to certain Times, but ſhould be conſider- 
© ed as common Bleſſings; for they are ſuch, 
© as were originally intended for all Mankind; 
and whereof all are capable by Virtue of 
_ © their Creation, as having every one of them 
© the Faculties and Powers, that are neceſſary 
for ſo noble an End. And belides the Hap- 
© pineſs and Perfection of humane Nature, and 
that by which Man becomes a living Imape, 
© and Repreſentation of the Deity, conſiſts in 
the luminous, operative and intimate Preſence 
© of God by his Spirit in the Soul; fo that 
© one may as well confine Mankind, as limit 
© the Inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſome 
* Perſons and Ages of the World. Tis true, 
© all Men by their Apoſtacy from God, and 
© the Degeneracy and Corruption of their Na- 


_ © ©tures have forfeited this glorious Priviledge; 


© but then as their Capacities for it do ft il 
© continue, 10 it is ftill recoverable, and the 
© Regenerate we ſee do actually recover it. 
And indeed all, who through the Spirit do 
* mortifie the Deeds of the Body and crucifie and 
_ © extinguiſh the old. Man with his Luſts, will 
© feel and experience the Power and Appear- 
© ances of the divine Preſence, which will 
certainly manifeſt it ſelf proportionably as 
© Parity, and Rightecuſneſs do advance the in- 
„ner Man. A great and juſtly celebrated Au- 


« thor | 


* 'thor (Pag. 104 Edit. f.) in his Account of 

* the Beginning and Advances of 4 ſpiritual 
Life, after having laid it down as a ſacred, 

and certain Truth, which none who have 

any Acquaintance with the inward Ways of 

God, can ſo much as queſtion, namely, that 
* there is a new Birth, and a divine inward. 
Operation of the Spirit of God, which does 
conſtantly exert it ſelf in the Souls of His 
Children, and more eſpecially in their Re- 
generation; and having alſo informed us 
(Pag. 105.) that the formal Character of the 
neu Diſpenſat ion, by which it is diſt inguiſh- 
ed from that of Moſes, is this, that in it we 
ſhall have a ne Heart, and neu Spirit put 
within us; that we ſhall be taag ht of God; 
and that his Spirir ſhall be poured out on all 
Fleſb. He delivers himſelf yet further, con- 
cerning this Matter in theſe remarkable 
Words; This, faith he, is moſt irreligiouſfly 
reſtrained to the extraordinary Effuſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt on the Day of Pentecoſt, or 
to the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit in thoſe 
Beginnings of Chriſtianity. This is clearly 
e | © contrary, both to the Promiſes of the Old 
t. © Teftament and the whole Current of the New, 
io and to nothing more than to our Saviour's 
dl i © divine Prayer, wherein he expreſſes, that he 
i | © was not interceed ing for his Diſciples only, 
r- | © but for all that ſhould believe on his Name 
ill Y through their Word *. $0 that all thoſe /ub- 
as | © lime Effects of the divine Spirit being * in 
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© God, that Chriſt might be in them, and that 


* the fave wherewith the Father loved the Son, 
„ might be in them, are there prayed for in be- 


© half of all Believers. Wherefore if any that 
bear the Chriſtian Name, are not animated 
: * and influenced by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
alas! Is the Caſe of too, oa many, the Rea- 
ſon certainly is becaufe they are not faith 
c ; 
ful to the Offers, nor improve the Advan- 


: tages of the Goſpel, and more eſpecially be. 


"; cauſe they do not comply with the prevent. 


a ing Calls of this good Spirit, who by the 


ſecret Touches and Inſiuuations of his Grace, 


© lovingly importunes them to turn and live; 
for though he ſtrives long with ungrateful 


and rebellious Mortals, yet at laſt, when 


© they obſtinately perſiſt in their Oppoſe ition to 
his gracious Operations, and ſtifle all his 
kind Motions, and Suggeſtions, chooſing 


rather to be under the Conduct and Im- 

© preſſions of their old Man and Corruptions, 
© than under his Guidance and divine Influences, 
© he is juſtly provoked to withdraw from them, 
c * to abandon them to . own Luſts. 


Part iii. Pag. 402, to 408. 
h excellent Author hach ſet this Matter 


in an exceeding good Light, his Expreſſions 
are ſo clear and evident, and his DiftinQtions' 
between Man's Reaſon or the natural Powers 
and Faculties of his Soul, and God's divine 
Light, or the Influence and Operation of his 


Holy Spirit; ſo n and conſiſtent, the 
 Necefs wy 


r 


* 0 , f . | | 
3 "RE" 9 ; 4 . . * 
8 13 1 | _ dd md Lond az WL POOR C4 


—_ wed, Ca es. Ad 


of different Perſwaſions. 35 


| Neceſſity of knowing divine Illumination and 
the immediate Voice and Operation of God's Spi- 
rit in and upon our Spirits, and the Faculties 
and Powers of our Souls, in order to the ſaving 

Knowledge of God, Peace with him here and 
Felicity and endleſs Happineſs with him here- 
after ; that tis ſcarce poſſible any Thing ſhould 


be plainer, and better ſaid to the Purpoſe; and 
made more evident than that the heaven 


Light and Operation of God's Spirit in us, is 
_ infinitely different, from, and of a ſuperior Na- 


ture to, the dim Light of meer humans Rea- 
/on, and its Operations in us. 
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Es ox that noble Power and Faculty 
of the Soul of Man, which ſuits or 


adapts him for the Knowledge of Things hu- 
not ſufficient of it ſelf, to give Man the ſav:- 
ing Knowledge of God, and of Things which 
are heavenly; yet without it, it does not ap- 


pear how that Knowledge can be conveyed 


to us, by the Light and Operation of the di- 
vine Spirit: Or hou/ Man could know. God 
without that Faculties, any more than he can, 


without, thus, ſupernatural Agent. is on 
Man's Spirit that God's Spirit works, to make 


new Creature, a Child of God, and 
5 = 4 A 


— ,, 


„ © Of Roofs, 
| Heir of hte. And tho? the Diſcoveries 
which the divine Spirit makes of Religion and 

the Things of God, are more ſublime, than 


Man's Reaſon could have made ; yet are they 
not, when they ſhine in upon the Underftand- 
ing, diſſonant or repugnant to it: For there 
is an excellent Harmony in well diſpoſed | 
Minds, between the Dictates of Heaven and 
right Reaſon. 

Reaſon is given us by our bountiful Ma- 
ker, not only for tranſacting the Affairs off 
this Life, but to diſtinguiſh between what 
comes from God, as his Will, to be done by | 
us on Earth, in order to Happineſs i in Heaven; 

j and the Wiles of Satan as well as the Ima- 

| ginations and Inventions of Men in Religion, 

let their Pretences be never fo ſpecious, in 

which they ſeek themſelves, and to impoſe 

upon us, for their own Honour or Intereſt. 
We may reſt aſfured that nothing comes 

1 from God, but what is worthy of him, and 

5 becomes his infinite Wiſdom and Mayeſty ; 

| and that as the Chriſtian Religion is ar lu. 

| Servite *, ſo all Things which are pretended 

to belon to it, and are Oppoſite to Reaſon, 
are not Injunctions of ſo excellent a Religion, 
or Dictates of the divine Spirit. 

f The ſacred Scripture, contains an undoubt- 
ed Revelation of God's Will evidently con- 
ſonant to right Reaſon; and all Pretenfions 
to divine Authority from God muſt be fub- 
e to chat excellent Teſt, or Touchſtone, 
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as x0hiat God, Winz never peak contrary! 
For Reaſon cannot be of one fide the Queſtion 


and Truth on the other. Men who are ſent 


by, and ſubject to Heaven, 


will. neither ſay 


or do, Things contrary to the Mind of Hea- 


ven. They will not miſuſe their Vocation, 


and reproach their Maſter, by avouching 


that he ſaith; when tis their own Imagina- 
tions that ſpeak : They will be humble and 
modeſt : Much leſs will they in God's Name, 
utter Falſehoods, or erroneous Doctrines re- 


pugnant to Scripture, or right Reaſon. 


God Town (faith the great Lock) cannot: 


© be denyed, to be able to enlighten the Un- 


« derſtanding by a Ray darted into the Mind 
immediate from t EG Fountain of Lights 


Pol. i. Fol. 33. 
By Reaſon of the Extravagancies, (fays 
Mon ro) both as to Opinion and Practice, 


© which ſome pretending to the Holy Spirit | 


© have run into, the Werne which aſſerts 


© the Neceſſity"of his divine Operations, in or- 


* der to becurite à genuine and real Chriſtian, 
© is brought into' Diſeſteem with a n ma- 
ny. Part ii. pag. 8. | 
Now one of the greateſt, Ad moſt ſuctif= 
© ful Artifices that he (the grand Adverſary 
of Mankind; fays Morro) makes uſe of — 
© accompliſh his egg, as to this, is to * 

« ſome that may be remarkable, for ſome 
Pero outward Appearances of Piety and 


Hevotion, but who are really unfound ar 


© the Bottom and undes the Daginion of 


10 prion and Sin, _ On. 
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of Read, 


| « the Power and Management of Satan; to 
5 _ poſh: them I ſay under Pretence of Inſpiration, 


: to utter, and do Things that are &vident- 
I , 1 and See. a 


499. 
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CHAP. Ss 
Of Prayer. : 


RAYER is a devout, ſucere and hearty 
Addreſs, or or Application of the Soul, to 
© adorable 'Majefly of God, in and under the 
wence and Afb ance of the divine Spirit; in 
which only the Sul hath Acceſs to him, and 
58 — * him: And therefore an i»ward 
Retirement to the divine Grace is TIN 
neceſſary to a right Performance thereof. 
'For all Prayer = 7 preſeribed Forms, or ex. 
tempore Conception, in which the av ine Spi- 
Tit 15 not felt, to lead and influence the. Soul, 
. whether it be in pablict or in . % is of 


o Availeance in the Sight of Go 


Beſides we muſt always Anker, an have 
in our Minds, the TOs, and Holineſs of 
God, and Ton: unmeet anc d unfit we are to 
draw nigh to Him in an anbei) Frame of 
Heart: ' boly God. is of more pure Eyes. thas 
to behold Iniquity *. We muſt 2vaſh, and make 
elean our Hearts, we muſt ceaſe 10 do evil, 
* learn ro do well for withous — v0 


OE, as 
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F * &-:- i . 
_ an. a - an a a 


Of Prager. 59 
Man ſhall ſee Him. How unacceptable ta Gad 
are. all dead, dry, and formal religious. Per- 

formances, not progęeding from a — Hearty 

| influenced and gquickened by the Hol) Spirit. 
; On the contrary how living and pape 
1 to Him are the Sacriſices and Offerings of a 
clean Heart, enlightened and guided by the Ha- 
vine Spirit? What Delight a af Comfort doth 
the Soul feel? What — — from the 
Divine Preſence? What Times of Refreſhing cm 

2 from Him? What NEW Life and Vigour is the 

/ || Soul inſpired with, to abandon all tie Ways of 

Vice, and perſevere in Virtue, and the Lope of 

5 God? How is the Heart ee, 5 run the 

q Ways of God's C ammandmeuts . indeed 
1 Heſf ed are the pure in Heart, jor they 10 ſee God 

N Theſe come into His Courts with Praiſe. . 

Theſe have the Capacities and Powws ers of 1045 

5 Souls, filled with the luminous and intimate Pre- 

* | fence of Cod; who becomes unto them like 

1. 2 Place of broad. Rivers and Streams N. 

b Dockor Gell before quo ed, ſaith, Words 

( conceived only in an earthly Mind, and utter- 
ed out of the Memory by the Man's Yoice, 

51 © which make a Noiſe in it Ears of Fleſh and 

; © Blood, are not, nor can, be accounted a Pray- 

1 LE before our Kathet which is in Heaven, 

b. Vol. i. Fol. 156. 

ke And therefore (aich he) Davarien i is cid 

11 £ to be a Moving of the Mina and Willtowards 
4 ' Gods "_ _ be in mine Acts, as 


8 head 
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Hoh Medes, Reſignation, Elevation, or 


6; Be ane up the Heart by Prayer and Thaikſgio- 
ing unto. God, collecting, and gathering in 

Kall the diſtracting, and Wandering * houghts 

© unto Unity. 164d. 544. 

- © T know ſome far outſtrip others (ays he) 


in this outward vocal Praiſe of God, every 
Sabbath Day, ſpend it whol 7 in hearing and 


© repeating Sermons, and conferring and ſing- 
ing moſt devoutly ; yet on the Week Days 
* areordinarily as devoutly drunk, and they are 
© as. ordinarily blamed for untrue and unfaith- 
ful Dealing, Cheating, Lying and Diſſem- 
< bling. Oh beloved, Praiſeing of God is not 
£ P make a Noiſe with a Man's Mouth, vim 
© beſt Praiſing of God is the real prat of im 
4 e Vol. ii. Fol. 155. 11 NE 
What do we elſe (ſays he) but N our 
Lord with a Kjſs, when in Praying and Praiſe- 
ing and Singing, and Preaching, we draw near 
' © unto him with our Lips, but our Hearts are jar 
< from him. Tbid. 307, 

In the Golden Remains of the ever memo- 
rable Hales, before cited, we have him deli- 
ND himſelf in his Sermon on Lale viii. . 
thus rags 

For Prayer indeed eſpecially was the Sab- 


© bath ordained, yet Prayer it ſelf is Sabbathleſs, 


and admits' 20 Reſt, no Intermiſſion at all: 


If our Hands be clean, we mult as our Apoſtle 


© commands us, lift them up every where, at 
call Times, and make every N. a Church, 
C every Day a Subbath Day, every Hour ca- 


e nonical: As you goto the Market, za you fon 
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4 in the Streets, as you walk in the Fields, in 


all theſe Places you may pray as well, and 

with as good Acceptance, 4s in the Church; 
For you, your ſelves are T. emples of the Holy 
* Ghoſt, if the Grace of God be in you, more 


precious than any of thoſe which are made 
* with Hands. page 178. 


© It requires (ſays he) no outward Labour 
of the Body, no outward Faſhion or Manner 
of Doing, but is internally acted in the Soul 
it ſelf, — quaint, witty and ſet Forms of Prayer, 
proceed many Times from Oſtentation, more 
than Devotion. Nay one Thing I know more 
that the moſt forcible Prayer, tranſcends and 
© far exceeds. all Power of Words. For St. 
* Paul ſpeaking unto us concerning the moſt 
6 . effeFual Kind of Prayer calls it c d 
« aire. Sighs and Groans that cannot be expreſ- 


* 


* ſed. Nothing does cry fo loud in the Ears of 
God, as the Sighing of a contrite and ee 


8 Heart. Ibid 182. 
It requires not the Voice but che Mind, not 


the Stretching of the Hands, but the Intention 
of the Soul, not any outward Shape or Car- 


< riage of the Body, but the inward Behavi- 


3 our of the. Underſtanding. . How then can 


© it ſlacken your worldly Buſineſs and Occaſi- 
« ons, to mix them with Sighs and Groang 


« which are the moſt effect ual Kinds of Tres! of 


Ibid 18 111 

Monro, in his Ju Meaſures of the pious 
152er of Touth belore quoted, ſays. All 
I doubt not will allow, that it is not the Expreſ- 


ons how fluent ſocyer Oy *. be, but the 


: Heart 
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ons, if we take our 


mn of Phajer 
4 Heart that God regards, Ts that the Nen. 


ing Fervour, which is occaſioned by the 
* Tone of the Voice, is not the genuine Fire 
of Devotion; it is very poſſible, that one 
0 may be truly devout, tho he makes no Uſe 
« of either Words or Voice. 


© The Breathings of a recollected Soul, are 


not noiſie or clamorous: The Language i in 
which Devotion loves to vent it ſelf, is, that 
of the inward Man, which is ſecret and / ſilent, 
but yet God hears it, and makes gracious 
Returns unto it. RG the pious Ar- 
dours, and Senſations, of good Souls, are ſuch 
as they cannot cloath with Words; they feel 
what they cannot expreſs. 1 would not how- 
ever be thought to inſinuate, that the Voice 


tain that publick and common Devotions can- 
not be performed without them, and that 
even in private, they are not only very profi- 


aim at is, that the Youth ſhould be made 
ſenſible, that Woras are not otherwiſe valu- 
able, than as they are Images and Copies of 
what paſſes in the hidden Man of the Heart, 
chill conſidering that a great many, 
o appear very Ang elical in their- Devoti- 
eaſures of them from 
© their Voice and Tone, do ſoon, after theſe In- 
© zervals of ſeeming Seriouſneſs are over, return 


with the Dog to the Vomit, and give pal- 


© pable Evidences of their Earthlineſs and Sen- 


F Maul Pride and Faſh on and the like oy 


and Words are not to be uſed at all; zit is cer- 


table, but ſometimes neceſſary : What I here 


JV 


ſented to God, who will be 


* " 
J . 
. 


+ 


Added in the hidden Man 85 the Heart, a 
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ſonable on this — to take Notice of 
that ordinary Diſtinction of Devotion, by 
which it is divided into vocal and mental; 
and to give a brief Explanation of it. The 
vocal is, when by our Voice and Words, we 
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Aﬀedtions, or in the royal Pfalmiſt's Phraſe, 


« Forms or extemporary, ought not to have the 


* junition of the Heart and Voice; and there- 
fore tho one arenen ma- 
rds, et if there be not correſ- | 


ny good Words, yet if there be no 
« pondent Motions in the inward. Man, he can- 
not be truly ſaid to pray; his Words in this 
« Caſe, are but as Shel: without the Kernels; 
and his Voice as ſounding Braſs, which cer- 
« tainly are lean Sacrifices, and unfit to. be? 


"= 1 , ; * : ; ; 


+ l nd in Truth, and rejects the Addreſ 


es of fuch as pretend to honour him u their 
1 
or 


hk *& 2 4 
* 


ental Devotion, is that which is. rranſ⸗ 


it comprehends. not only the ſiſant, wel 
6 Pantings,of the Soul after God, but alſo the 
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« ful Irregularities. Ibid Part ii. Page 206, 


expreſs outwardly our inward Sentiments and 
*, when the Heart indites and the Tongue 


© 55 as the Pen of a ready Writer. Whence it ap- 
« pears. that vocal Prayers, whether they be 


3 Wha their Hearts are far from him. 
nd ; 


64 of Pray er. 
1 * ſelf unto the Soul; for it is in both theſe to- 
© gether, that the ſpiritual and holy Intercourſe 
, that i is between God and pure Minds -doth 
« conſiſt. Of this internal Message there are 
to Sort; which J ſhall briefly conſider; the 
* firſt is, when one imploys or exerciſes his 
Faculties; i that is, his Vaderſtanding, Vill 
* and Deſire in the C ontemplation, Love and 
© Adoration of the Beauties and Perfections of 
God, and in aſpireing after his gracious 
© Communications, and Conformity to his holy 
Will and Nature. ''Here the Soul is a&ive, 
and articular > ſometimes it views one Per- 
© feQyon, ſometimes another. It contemplates 
God in his Word and Works, and Providen- 
© ces. And according to the ſeveral” Views it 
'© hath of Him, 11 orm ſeveral and diſtinct 
Acts; ſuch as of Faith, of Love, of Hope, 
of Gratitude, Humilit %a the like; taking 
Occafion from every Thing of making de- 
vout FCallies and Ejacalation: of which 1 have 
bk _ Inſtances in the Beginning of this 
_ 

b The other Sort. 1. when the dvd Soul, 
being diſengaged from all created Things 
from Sin, Tot Self, and Corruption, and 
F$ 12 believing that God, who filleth al Things 

preſent in the Soul, and ready to diſplay 
« his Power and communicate 55 Light and 
0 Graces, doth by an Act of Faith, ſtate him- 
4 ſelf in his Preſence, and there having: turn d 
the Eye of the Soul to the Interioar ; and 
KC 3 an intire Surrender of himſelf i into the 


©* Handy of God, wich an . Deſires = 


I RK KXR 
* <2» \ hs Sees 


Of Prayer. ) 
| he would diſpoſe of him as he pleaſes, and 
that his holy Will may be done in him; he 
continues in a profound Silence and Recollection, 
waiting for the divine good Pleaſure. 3 

No tho? the Soul when it is entering on 
this State be active, yet being once in it, 
it ceaſes from all particular and diſtinct Opera- 
tions of its own ; not that it is then idle, on 
« the contrary, it is in this Juncture imployed 
in the nobleſt Manner, for it doth in à full 
© Bent and Iendenc, and with its Powers all 
© united, move vigorouſly towards God, but 
« ſtill in a Way of Tranquilli and Repoſe, and 
© without acting particularly; and the heaven- 


h Graces of Faith, Hope, and Love; of Hu- 


mility and Reſignation, are then in the ſab- 
© limeſt Exerciſe, cho not diſtini#ly apprehend- 
ed by the Soul ; whereupon the bleſſed God, 
as the Experience of many eminently de- 
vout Perſons doth abundantly juſtifie, viſits 
theſe Souls that are thus abandoned to him, 
and depend on him, with his peculiar Fa- 
vours, diſplayes in them the Riches of his 


K a aa ©6&«© 


© Power and Grace, and makes them feel in 


© an ineffable Manner, the Reality of his Pre- 
© ſence in their inward Man; whence it 
comes to paſs, that they improve wonder- 
fully in every thing that is good, juſt, and 
© true, pure, and lovely, and advance with 
Speed towards Chriſtian Perfection. 

I am perſwaded, that it would be vaſtly 
© advantagious (ſays he) for the Touth, if Care 
were taken, to train them up to this Me- 
© thod of Prayer; that is if they were taught 
GED IAN «mn fe- 


66 0 Prayer. 
3 frequently to place themſelves in the divine 
' Preſence, and there ſilentiy to adore their 
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctiſier. For here. 
by they would become habitually recollected; 
Devotion would be their Element, and they 
. ſhould know by Experience, what our bleſ- 
« ſed Saviour and his great Apoſtle meant, when, 
they enjoyn us to pray without ceaſing. It 
Vas I ſuppoſe by ſome ſuch Method of De- 
votion as I am now ſpeaking of, that Exoch 
walked with God ; that Moles ſaw Him that 
is inviſible ; that the Royal Pſalmiſt ſet the 
Lord always before him +; and that our Lord 
Jeſus himſelf continued whole Nights in Pray- 
er to God : No Body I believe will ima- 
gine this his Prayer, during all the Space 
in which it is ſaid to continue, was altoge- 
ther vocal; when he was in his Agonie in the 
Garden he uſed but a few Words, his vo- 
cal Prayer then conſiſted only of one Petition 
and an AQ of pare Reſignation, thrice re- 
peated : But I hape all will allow that his 
Devotion laſted longer than while he was 
imployed in uttering of a few Sentences, 
Without Doubt his Holy Soul did, both 
then, and -on other Times 'which he -more 
eſpecially conſecrated to Prayer, converſe 
in Silence with his heavenly Father; ſo'that 
I think it would be very abſurd to ſay, that 
his Devotion on theſe Occaſions was limit. 
Jed to the ſhort Space, wherein he might 
have ſpoken ſome Words- I would humbly 
: 711 1 8 | / E adviſe. 
E 
2 Gen, v. 24. J Heb. vi. 27. + Plad. xri- C. 5 Luke vi. 12; 
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« adviſe, that they who are not yet acquainted 
© with this Method of Prayer, would not run 
© it down or diſparage it, but rather piouſly 
© reſolve to make a Tryal of it; for it is only 
their own Experience that can ſolidly con- 
<© vince them, whether, or not, it hath all the 


© Advantages, to which it pretends, Ihid. 212, 
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\ S Prayer is an Addreſs of the Soul to 
Goa, ſo Preaching is an Address of it to 
Men; and as that is performed acceptably to God 
by the 2 and Operation of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit only, ſo this is performꝭd proſtabiy and bene- 
ficially to Men, auly by the Iluminatian, Help, 
and Power of the ſame Spirit. 


* 


of Priger. 6 


In vain are all the ſudjed, elaborate and 


eloquent Diſcourſes, or Sermons, which pro- 
ceed only from the meer Activity of humane 


Exerciſe of the Soul towards Him. For as 
Religion is a divine Science to be learned only, 
ſavingh, by the Illumination and idtates of the 


divine Spirit in our Souls, ſo it is to be gauglit 


others only, to Ediſication and Salvation, by Met 
inſpired from Heaumn. 

_ Hence appears the Reaſon, in a great De- 
gree, of the Irreligian and Looſneſs of Multi- 


| Tudes of Men, who _ ſuch D:[cowſes and 


Sermons; 


» 
— 
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Reaſon, about the Things of God, and tbe 
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68 Of Preaching. 
Sermons; who being not acquainted with, or 
ſubject to, the divine Operations of God upon 
their Souls, nor viſited with ſecret Touches 
of the heavenly Grace in the Sermons they hear ; 
which are oftentimes ſo far from inculcating 
even the Notion of ſuch divine efficacious and 
ſenſible Operations of God in their Souls, that 
they ſeem to dem the ſame; and ſo Men reſt 
contented with ſome meer Not ions and Specu- 
la:tos of Religion, and the Obſervation of ſome 
Ceremonies and Externals, ſome outward Shems 
and Appearances of Godline(s, without the real 
Power of it; Pleaſe themſelves with a Shell 
without the Kernel, a Profeſſion without Poſ- 
ſeſſion, a Name to live while dead in Treſpaſ- 
ſes and Sins; for nothing but the ſenſible and 
experimental Operations of God in us, can quick- 
en our Souls to Him, can purifie our Hearts, 
can make nem Creatures of us, give us a neu 
and ſpiritual Life, raiſe our Affections from 
Earth to Heaven, give us a Taſte and Reliſh 


of divine Things, ſatiate the vaſt and noble 


Deſtres of our Souls, make us Subjects of God's 
Kingdom, of Grace here, and Hezrs of his glo- 
rious Kingdom hereafter. l 2 


Wherefore Men that would reach Religion, 


Muſt themſelves be firſt taught of God, muſt 


go to Chriſs School, muſt come under the 


Diſcipline of his Holy Spirit in their own Hearts; 
mult retzre to, and attend his Operations there; 
muſt mortifie the Deeds of the Body by his Spi- 
rit, mult crucifie the Fleſh with the Affections and 


5 Liſts thereof : muſt pat off the old Man which 


© corrupt; and then they mult put on the nem 


Mam 


cauſeth them to reſt at 
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Man which after God is created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs * ;. live and walk in the Spi- 


rit, that they may. be avvinted. by the Spirit 
to preach Liberty to the Captives of Sin, and 


Satan, and the Opening of the Priſon to them who. 


are bound (by Iniquity) to proclaim the accepta- 
ble Tear of the Lord J, the Salvation that is 
offered; and. made. eligible by our Lord, who 
atoned for our Sins, in dying for us, e 
s, and knocks at the Door of our Hearts, for 
an Entrance within us; to ſave us from gur Sins; 
to redeem us from all. Jniqui and parifi a, for 
his own Service. 

Men thus taught of God, nnd anointed by 
his Spirit to preach. the Goſp el; will be able 
to declare to others what Gol bath done for their 
Souls; to tell them how they, ſhall get Do. 
minion over their vile Luſts and 1 e and 
have a new Heart, and a nee Natgre; and 
where it is that Chri/? ee 05 Rau Song 


{elves being Witneſſes 


will not then ſpeak of the 9 C10 5 God, from: 


meer. .Hear/ay, nor from Divinations. of their 
own Brain; but from what they have ſeen, 
and felt of the Mord £ Life, and do continue 
to feel and witneſs. , in their own. Souls. 
Their Teſtimony will be a Living Teſtimony; 
the Impreſſions the divine Spirit makes on the 
Powers and Capacities of their own Souls, will 


be the Kere or Spring of their Miniſtry; 


Which 
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which coming from God, will have a natural 
Tendency to lead to God. The Virtue and 

Life which will be in their Words, will reach 
to dead Souls, and tend to the awakening them 
out of their ſinful Slumbers ; to open their blind 
Eyes, and unſtop their deaf Ears; to dilate thoſe 
voble Powers and Faculties of their Souls, 


Which have been locked up in Senſuality and 


brutal Luſts; that he Light of the glorious 
Goſpel o ha Chrift iſt, may ſhine into their Hearts; 
that in Truth and Reality they may be turd 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from Satans Power 
to God; that ſo they may indeed receive Re- 
miſſion of their Sins, and an Inheritance amon 
em which are anew *; and atxalh an 
truly be Partakers 
2 Manifeſtations » Emanations, and Senſations, 
of the laminous operative and intimate Preſence 
of God in their Souls, in this Life apt in that 
which is to come. | 
Such a - Miniſtry as this, 1s truly edifying 
| and comfortable to Men, in which the W?/- 
om and Vn of Man has 75 little Hand. And 
the divine Spirit, pre m_ overns, Airects, and 
animares the Miniſter : W. fets him to work, 
and maxapes him in that holy Vocation ; _ 
tor 33 fu rad Rewarils, not for the Rrches 


Bur for the charge 2 a good Conſcience to- 
war Goa, with an Eye ſingly to the carry ing 
on the Work of God, to promoting the Bu- 


ſineſs, 7 enlar geing and cſtabliſhing the King- 


be 
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thoſe gloriows and ineff able : 


ominion and Government of this 47. 
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dom of Gad; a. ſpiritual Kjngdom 8 3 
ruh 


that is not of this World ; which is 
and Reality the bleſſed King dom of our gra · 
ious Redeemer; the heavenly Kingdom of our 


- adorable Lord and S avioar. Jeſus Chriſt, which 


God in his infinite Mercy, grant Ty Foun 22 
more and more into "he 1 Hearts of 15 tha 


his Will may be done in Earth as it it done 75 
Heaven, to his Glory and the Salvation of the 


4000 les, 


Souls of Men. 


And as all Chriſtians allow that the 


and primitive Miniſters of the Goſpel, were ſuch 
and 


Miniſters, were ſo enlightened, wrought up 
guided by the Holy Spirit as , G1 
cannot 0 any juſt Reaſon, why w e fbould 
not eſteem the immediate and { "ſl Influ- | 
ences and Operations of the Divine x wr, to - 
be as zeceſſary for Miniſters nom, ſince 
dom of Chriſt is ſtill the ſame, and the 2 
of that Kyngdow the ſame, and Men nom have 
as much Need of the Holy Spirit as Hoy had 
then. And ſuch a Senſe of this weight: ty Sub- 
ject, we may find expreſſed by the following 
Authors, whomamong 2 others that might 
be mentioned, I thought not unworthy wy 
Readers Notice and Obſervation. _ | 
© Whoever . (faith Dr Gel!) before 
che himſelf be ta 1 cf God b wil 
< riſe up to dram Di =—_ after hi before the 
Day Star be riſen in his Heart, bs” may teach 


others, but God teacheth nor by Him. Vol. i 
Fal. 23 1. 


« It is impoſſible to give true Teſtimony 
of chat, unleſs we. knazw and tart " 
e 


. 

5 1 

. $ 1 
* % 

: 


73 Of Preaching. 
© ingly acting in us, in his Work and Deed, 
© unleſs we can truly and experimentally ſay, 
7 * we have ſeen and bear Witneſs *. Ibid. 

D B22 e enn eee 
15 61 Thoſe (faith he) who are. authorized by 
© our Lord to teach, are choſen Veſſels ; ſuc 
are the Scribes taught to the Ring dom of God, 
© who are taught by God what they teach the 

People: But to the Wicked faith God, why 

: aft thou teach my Law, or take my Covenants 
mithin thy Mouth I. Ibid 410. ge 
The Labourers (ſays he) are very averſe 
and unwilling, 'and therefore there is more 
than ordinary need, that the Lord move them 
 powerfally. by his Spirit; and therefore the 
Greek Words are lia «Cy, and the ſame 
Words again , in the preſent Tenfe «Cay 
that he caſt our or thruſt ont Labourers into 
his Harveſt. Labourers in God's Harveſt 
muſt be ſent. How can they labour, how 
can they preach except they be ſent ||? Paul 
the great Apoſtle who laboured more than they 
all, he rejects Man's Miſſion ** ; zot of Men, 
nor by Man. Yea the greateſt Apoſtle of our 
Profeſſion Chriſt Jeſus, he is ſent by his Fa- 
ther: And ſo no doubt he was called of old 
oy Miſſus I which we read Shilo for 
{o V. I. until Shilo come: Donec veniat qui 
mittendus eſt; till he come who is to be ſent. 
Who ſends them? The Father he is Lord 
of the Harveſt ; thus x Cor. xii. 28. which 

eee 
he fa r 

1 Joh. i. 2. J Pal. 1. + Luke X. 2. ix **Ga 

IN hr 1 + Luke x. 2. 1 om: x. 2 
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Of Preaching. * = - 
© is aſcribed to the 8on *. And the Spirit 
« ſaith, feparate. to me Barnabas and Saul J. 


_ * It's horrible Preſumption for Man to take 
this Honour to himſelf: 


It is the Father 
Son and Holy Spirit: It is the Academy, 
the great Sankiedriin and Council of Heaven; 
not any Univerſity ; not all the Univerſities 
upon Earth, that can ſend forth ſuch La- 
bourers into Gods Harveſt. bid 200. 

But (faith he) he hath eig that 
Gift by tlie laying on of the Hands of the 


* 


© Presbytety 5. 


Anſwer,” That may well be queſtioned , q 
© fince nihil dat quod non habet; nothing can give 
that to dvother which it hath not it JE Vol. 
EN 

Let Gy! one (auh he) conſider well, : 

© whether he-know Chriſt; thus (i. e. experi- 
© mentally) yea or no, before he confeſs. him; 
© otherwiſe to prate or talk of him before thou 


art conformable to his Death, and not Par- 


taker of his divine Nature, thou ſpeakeſt 


© what thou knoweſt not, and- beareſt falſe 


Witness of Chriſt. 16d. 579. 
e Spirir muſt firſt ſpeak to the Mini- 


© ter,” before the Miniſter can ſpeak to the 
People. Vid. 686. 


„Who (faith he) ſends him (vis. the 
Preacher) who but God who reaches to the 
& Heart Then from the Spirit to the Spirit? 


6 „Alas . Men 1 ru before Joop are ſent, and 
JE 1 | 


6 are 


+3 ta 48 þ 3 7 
1 ? 


„ H r. 7. © Adds xi. 2. 8 1 Tims ir. 18. 


_— o nag 
Tate ſent out by them who are not ſent den. 

* ſelves: An Hydra. Vol. ii. Fol. 244. 
They who have heard the Lord (faith he) | 
are the only fit Witneſſes to teſtify and 
* confirm the Goſpel—Any kind of Know- 
edge is not enough — Witneſs of the 
* Goſs pel : The Devil knew Chriſt, Ft 
: Chris rejected the Devils Skill, wherefore 
_ © the Lord would not fuffer them to teſtify 
of -him,— The ; Goſpel being the DoQrine 
© of Lite, and Salvation Which is Life. Sr. 
© It cannot well be taught and preached by 
«© any but ſuch as live in it. Bid. 5 5 2. 
Truly (ays he) unleſs they who. publiſh 
© che great Salvation, firſt hear him, even 
© the Lord himſelf, and obey his Word, What 
Credit can be given to what they ſay? 
« © What can they publiſh but their own + "0H 
ings, and their own Hear- ſay ? As the 

3 — ſpeaks of the falſe Prophets *. St. 
4 Paul — hr of ſuch. — the Gol. 
4 r and St. Petey f, and therefore: the 
| Apoſtle tolls the N 3 * hr Je 4 


208 


4 came and preached unto 5 them 
© ifo learned Chriſt, if ye bave . ins, 
« have been taught rof- Zhi, And he: 1 
© from 3 to the Hebrews J. Now if it 
« be neceſſary; that Chriſt in the Spirit, and 
by his Sint, ſpeak to, and teach the Peo - 
* pk, and they hear him, and be taught by 
_ * him, how much more is it negeſſary, that 
3 * alſo teach the n it oo 


: 42 « | 
P Jawa "give 14. + Id II. 29. T 2 Tas 1, ET . 
Hl 17. and! ir. 21. 4 Heb. xii. 2 5. 


Gon 


* wrought” in them and by them ||; When 
< that of the Apoſtle ſhall be obeyed, Let 


© him that ſpeaketh, ſpeak as the Oracles of God $, 


* 


as one that hath Urim and Thummins in 


bis Breaſt; when they ſhall not dare to 


© fpeak but what they are i-wardly moved 


* 


7 AL 
* 4 . % * 
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1 Jam. ii. 11. + Mar. i. I Rom. xv» 18. 


< io pen by the Holy Ghoſt. Tit ze, 


: —_—_ 


| $ 4 Pet. iv. 11. 8 


76 Of Preaching. 


""_ 
. 


And Mauro in his Juſt. Meaſures of the pi- 
ous Inſtitution of Jouth. Part I. p. 7. to g. 
Every Body will be ſenſible, that when 


9 


o 


c. Togth, who as ſoon as his Capacities did 
begin to appear, began alſo to be inſtract- 
© ed in the Principles, and trained up in the 
© ſerious Practice of Religion; who hath been 
< taught the Excellency and Worth of the Soul, 
and the Methods by which it muſt be car- 
© ried; to this bleſſed End for which it was 
deſigned, who profeſſes not. meerly a 20 
6 tional Muowledge, but the Reality and Sub- 
£ ſtance. of Divine Things; and who in his 
_ © own Experience has felt the Pomer and Effi- 
E cacy of divine Traths, ſeen the Beauty of 
© the Ways of Wiſdom, and taſted the Plea» 
« ſures of walking in them: I ſay, every 
body muſt be ſenſible, that when ſuch a 
© Toarh: comes afterwards to be advanced to 
< the Paſtoral Charge, he will be an eminent 
and ;zoble Inſtrument for promoting the 
a © FL LS. AY. | 

good of Souls: His Converſatign will be 
C 1 and flagrant, becauſe a libing and 
© unaffected Piety is the Principle of all his 
Actions: His Diſcourſes, whether publick 
< or private, will be ſavoury, and attended 
with Force, for he ſpeaks what he feels. His 
Diligence indefatigable, having a deep Senſe, 
© both of the Preciouſneſs of the Souls of Men, 
and how difficult it is to reſcue them out 


tis God. that gives the Jncreuſe. But om the 
other hand, when a ſort of young Sparii un- 


« dertake the /acred Fundtion; whoſe Mints 
© have never been form d according: tothe 


« Maxims of Chriſtian Piety; Who have not 


along permitted to follow: the S ing of their 
© natural Inclinatians, to pleaſe and gratify all 
« the Appetites of Fleſh,and Blood, and Cor- 
« ruption, without Controul ; who .hav&ino 
Experience of divine Things, nor any. other” 
Knowledge of the Truth oſ Religion, but 
© what is ſpeculative and ſuperficial, dy and 
jejune; anch are ſo void of Skill, in the Con- 


« duct of Souls, that they ſcarce know: any 


thing of their Duty in that Regarl, unleſs 


« it be to pateh up à Diſcourſe, which hy, its 
ſtudied Periods, and high flown Sees, ex- 
ceeding the Capacity of the Vulgar, may 
* tickle the Ears of ſome nice Hearers, hut 
« not touch the Hearts of any: It is eaſie to 
© ſee how fatal the Conſequences of ſuch Ad- 
* vancements; may be to the Church, and the 
Souls of Men; for it is plain, that they of 


© this Nidney are more calculated to propagate” ., 
Irreligion and Vice, than to adyazce;the 


* Intereſts of Piety and an Holy Life. The 
Spirit and Maxims of the World, according 
to which they have been | educated, will 
* now begin to appear, and betray them in- 
* to ſuch, ſhameful Immoralities, as will ex- 
paſe their hanacter to Contempt and Scorn, 
and 6 4 AU their, te tions, render 
+ every thing they ſay in 


* * 


avour of Religion, 
not 
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78 Of Preaching, * 
© not only ineffectuul, but even ridirapns too; 
* make the leſs thinking take up with falſe 
<. Notions of Piety; and to conclude, that 
© fince the Paſtor does nothing but talk and 
© diſconrſe of Religion, it will be enough for 


them to hear what he ſays, and in fine, 


give ground to Atheiſtical and prophane Wits 
to cry out of Prieſteraft, of 42 bod In- 
© poſture, And indeed if the Cauſes of that 
© Atheiſm and Libertiniſm, which at preſent 
abound in the Chriſtian World, were ſeri- 
© oaſly enquired into, I make no doubt but 


© the fad 1 of the Miniſters of Re-. 


lig ion, would be found to be a principal one. 
{i And he adds, 2 47. © Tt is neceſſary thc 
they ſhould be practical acquai with 
Religion, have felt its divine Powers and 
© mighty Efficacies, and exemplify its heaven- 
© iy Precepts in their own Converſations : 
For it is this that will both inſpire them 


with Teal and Diligence, and give Force 


© and Authority to what they recommend. 
When one ſpeaks of Religion from his own 
© Experience, and becauſe it is vitally ſeated 
in his Heart, there is a certain, ſecret and 
© eg ging Efficacy that accompanies what he 
6i{4vs, TCC. ͤ ETD ISHS. > 
erte, in p. 49- he fays, Alas! it is 

there is fo little of this heavenly Fire 
in the Hearts of Men, that they are ſo 
1 and unconcerned about the Good and 
Welfare of thoſe Souls they have the Charge 
* of, and indifferent whether they fit or i i. 


, / ea ae eaACG.So 


FN great Qualifications neceſſary. 


and Rectitude of Deſire and Will as is well 
pleaſing to God. The ceremonial Waſhings 


of the Divine Spirit in the Soul, and of him 

7 55 was to vs: and cleanſe 6 

who was Able: 2 

and vs NOW Inſide c — The 

Royal Pfalmiſt ſeems very ſenſible of the In- 

eficctugineſs of all OTE LET'S ot 
er- 


In a Word B he, p. 50.) they I 0 
0 — God for ** er n 


"CHAP. R. 


0 the iritual Baptiſm of Cri wy 
f BY Dirie 2405 5 bo 


A rg Heart, and 2 zew Nature are ah 


= wy 
elicity and cane Mankind: 

rity of Heart and a corrupt NY were 
and ever will be the Cauſe of God's Contro- 
verſy with Men, ſtained with Guilt, and im- 
merged in Senſuality y, walking after the Fleſh, 


and 14 1 without the Life ef God in their 


Souls; à deplorable and miſerable Condition 
Out of "ebich all the external Waſhings and 
Works in 5 World cannot recover or reſtore 
Man, and give him that Purity of Heart, 


and external Obſervations of the Law, things 
of God's own. Appointment, had not — 
Power in them, nor were ever intended h/ 
him but as a kind RY Types and Figures of 
inward Purity. and Ne of the Work 


21 


Of the Spiritnal Baptiſm, Kc. 98 


— 
Cie 41+ — 
2 4 


80 E the: 2 *. ; rowin, 


Performances for this ſo. needfal” a Work; 
and therefore he cries out very earneſtly and 
ardently for heavenly Help, ſay ing, Create in 
me a clean Heart, O God, and renew a rig hi 
| Spirit within me (. | Apreeable to which the 
Author to the Hebrews. ſaith, The Holy Ghoſt 
this Juni. that the Way into the bolieft of 
all (in the Diſpenſation off the Law) was not 
yet made 74 yg while as the firſt Tabernacle 
was Jet ſtanding, wc Was a Firure for the 
Time then preſent,” in which were, offered* both 
Gifts and "Saprifices, that tould not make him 
that did the Service perfect, as appertaining to 
the Conſcience, which ſtood only in Meats and 

"Drimks, and divers Waſhings, Abt carnal Ordi- 
nances (Rites or Ceremonies as the Margent 
reads it) impoſed on them until the Time of 
' Reformiation +. For the Law having a Shadow 

good things to come, and not the very Image 

of | the' things, can never with thoſe. Sacrifices 
which they offered Tear by Tear continually, make 
the C abe thereunto þ rfect F. There ts verily 
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: | 1 2M Diſonilling of the Commandment, going before, 


for' the Weakneſs and Unprofitableneſs thereof 9, 
Laa ae a 9 of "A 1 10 Te: bat te 
| Body (or SubſtanceY if of Chriſt ]. 
Io expect Holineſs * Heart odd be pro- 
duced in us by 4 gature or Element with 
out us, that our Son, ſhould be nouriſhed ut 


to gecelve our ſelves. \ God hath. not ſo any: 
4 44 "I 5 FD 20 B=7 SY 
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to Ejernil Life by "External Food, is greatly 


Doctor Hammond, in his Annotations on 
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Prone Super: 81 
the Natare of Things, as to make thoſe Things | 
capable of doing ſuch a Work now, which 
they were not capable of heretofore; to make 
Things that were then weak and unprofitable, 
to be now ſtrong and profitable; Things that 
were then carnal Ordinances, Rites or Ceremo- 
nies, to be now ſpiritual Powers ; Things that 3 
were then at belt but Shadows of good T hings, 

to be nom the Zood Things themſelves. 5: Things 
which were then but to continue for a time, 

to be now of perpetual Obligation. 

And theſe who are ſo weak, (in my Opi- 

tion) as to think that our Saviour, did take 
ſome of the Moſaick Rites or Ceremonies in- 

to his Goſpel Church, yet ſurely cannot be ſo 
ſtrong (in their own Opinion) as to believe 

that they are altered in their Nature, but that 

they remain ſtill to be only Ceremonies, which 

have not the Power of purging and feeding our 
Souls, and therefore cannot be Eſſentials of 

his Religion. 


Mat. iii. 11. having ſpoke of the Jews Uſe of 
Water Baptiſin, adds Tis now moſt. eaſie 
« to apply it to the Practice of John, and 
after of Chriſt, who certainly tooł this Cere- 
© monie from them. For fo he expreſsly calls 
it. Fol, 14.5.5 | | 1 2 

And he ſays * Chriſt came to review and 
© reform (the Religion of the former Age) 
© to bring Subſtance inſtead of Shadows 
© to require the ſubſtantial Duties inſtead of 
the Shadows, that darkly ſignified them. 


Fol. 26. N | 
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- Which therefore muſt be bf the Nature of 
indifferent T hings, conſidered in themſelves, 
Without inherent Goodneſs, and as ſuch Man- 
kind may uſe or diſuſe them as they are per- 


ſtwaded in their own Minds without fendt g 
God, and about which they mould r de 


Sende one with another.. 


- True it is, that Men who love Dowiniow 


and their own Intereſt, are even moſt zealous! 


for Ceremozies, and Things that they claim 


to have the 92ly Power of diſpencing to others; 


they would have Ceremonies make C briſtians, 
confirm Chriſtians, feed Chriſtians, abſolve' 
_ Chriftians, and entille them to Heaven, yea 


waſh away their Sins, and give Life to their: 


Souls; and that they only have Power to give 
Efficacy to ſuch Ceremonies; and to adminiſter 


he” On Account whereof they claim Do- 
minion over Mankind, and a Right, to be 
richly paid by them, or otherwiſe to fond them 
to Hell, or turn them out of God's Fayour. 
This is to pervert the Religion of Humble and 
Holy Jeſus ; to make eternal Rites and Cere- 


monies: of the Eſſevce of his Laws, and the 


Grandour, Dominion, and Riches of this World, 


| of the Natnre of his Ning dom, who faid, My 


Kingdom is not of this World *. 


The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles ſays, Meat 


commendeth us not to God; ; for neither if we eat 
are we the better; neither i we eat not are wt 


the worſe F. This holds good as to all Sa- 
cramemal, or cer boon oem external Eatings 


4 What⸗ 
88 a 
For 2 * 7A 2 13 4. ut * 1 . * 
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* Joh, xviii. 6. T 1 Cor. vill, a. 
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3 he 3 bis _ Sr; *.\ US 
whatſoever... For the Kingdom of God is not 
Meat and Drinks but Righteouſneſs Peace and 
Toy in the Holy Gheſt *. 

And the — that e is not the pat- 
ting away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer. 


of a good Conſcience tamards God i, which js the 


waſhing of Regeneration,, and the renewing of 

the Help 27 . Wy 
This Baptiſm i is the Baptiſm of Chriſt, his 

Spiritual Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt and 

Spiritual Fire of the Divine I ord, burnin 

the impure Stuff and combuſtible things ot Sin 


in our Hearts, and waſhing them from the 
Filth thereof; and is contradiſtinguiſhed 85 


the ceremonial Waſhing of John the Ba 


_ with Water, even by Joh inte who {a 


I indeed baptize you with Water unto 6 5 
but he that cometh after me is mighitier than ' 4 


whoſe Shoes I am. not worthy to bear, he [bal =, 
baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, 


whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and he. will throaghty 
purge his Floor, and gather his Wheat into the 
Garner: but he will burn the Chaff with un- 
gaenchable Fire I. 1 indeed have baptized you © 


with Mater, but be ſhall baptize - you 2 
Holy Ghoſt: 9. For as in the Commiſſion gi 


by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, Co teach all pO 
015, baptizing them in, or rather, into the Name 


of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ** Water 
is not mentioned, ſo it Is very reaſon- 


15 to > hn that Water is not intended; 
M. 5 1 ſince 


* b > 


* * Rom. xiv. 47. — 1 Pet. iii. 21. Il Tit. lid 5 56 


the Goſpel ||. 


84 Of the Spiritual Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
ſimce as is juſt now proved that yas not 
Chriſt's, but John's Baptiſm ; but that our Sa- 


viour intended his own Spiritual Baptiſm, which | 


Dell undertakes to prove at large in his Doc- . 


trine of Baptiſms, to which I reter. And Dr. 
Gell in his Remains, obſerves that the Chaldee 
Word which our Lord uſed va ſignifies to 
dip as Meat in Sauce. So that to baptize 
(faith he) is to ſeaſon the Soul with the Doctrine 
the Father, Son and Heoly Spirit, Vol. II. 
EDE 24. EE, Rig 
As the Apoſtle Peter baptized the Gentiles ; 
of whom it is ſaid, While Peter yet ſpake theſe 
Words, (i. e. Words concerning Chriſt, and 
Faith in him for the Remiſſion of Sins) the Hoh 
Ghoſt fell on them which heard the Word I. And 


Peter himſelf relates it thus, 4s I began to 


S 


ſpeak the Holy Ghoſt fell on them as on us at the 
eginning : then remembred I the Word of the Lord 
how that he ſaid, John indeed baptized with 
Water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt, xXx. HE 5 
The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles thank'd 


God, that he had made but very little uſe of 


Water-Baptiſm . From which tis evident, 
he did not zake it to be intended in the Com- 
mand +, but that twas a Matter of meer 
Compliance with a Jewiſh Ceremony, both in 
him, and the reſt of the Apoſtles. For (ſays 
he) Chriſt ſent me not 10 baptize, but to preach 


mat 


+ Matt. xxviii. 1% I Ver. 27. 
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Aud bis Divine Supper. 85 
The ever memorable Hales ſays, Let us 
not deceive our ſelves, for neither is Cere- 
* mony now, neither was Sacrifice then (that is 
© before Chriſt came) eſteemed neceſſary, 
© neither was the Command. of God concern- 

© ing it, by thoſe to whom it was given, ever 
| « takeni$0 be r EY Surat, 
| For Proof of which he quotes Chryſoftom, 
and brings in David ſaying to God, Thou 
. || © requiredſt not Sabrifice, elſe would I have given 
© it thee, but thou delighteſt not in Burnt-offer- 
„ || © ings: The Sacrifice of God is à broken Spirit, 
e 6 a troubled and contrite Heart, O God, doſt 
4 © thou not deſpiſe. After the Revolt (ſays he) 
of Jeroboam and the ten Tribes from the 
d Houſe of David, there were many devout 
ro and religious Perſons in Iſrael, and yet we 
e | © find not that zhey uſed the outward Form of 
4 | * Worſhip which was commanded. Elias 
th | © and Elizews, two great Prophets in Iſrael, 
ly | © did they ever go up to Hieruſalem to wor- 
| © ſhip? Obadiah a great Courtier in King 
'd | < 4hab's Court, and one that feared the Lord 
of | © exceedingly; the ſever thouſand which bowed 
it, | not their Knees to Baal, when came th 
m- | © up ts the Temple to offer? A Thing whic 
er | © doubtleſs they would have done, if they had 
in | © underſtood the Commandment of God in that 
ys | © behalf to have been abſolute indeed. See his 
ih | Sermon in his Golden Remains on theſe 
: Words, My Ning dom is not of this World, 
he p- 203, 204. | 
Pr. Gell ſays, That St. Paul told the Ga- 
16 * latians, that their ceremonial Obſervations 
of 5 | + were 


* 
F 
* 


86 Of the Spiritual Baptiſm 5 
were weak and beggarly. Elowents h. Such 
* as could not »owriſp nor ſtrengthen the Soul 
with Grace. And (lays he) the ame we 


may fay of all Ceremonies, in themſelves 
© conlider'd ; whether they be, firſt, ſuch as 


ter Things; and therefore he that is taken 


the Church enjoyns, or ſecondly, ſuch as they 


N * ; 


© obſerve who oppoſe them, and oppoſe the 
Church in oppoling them, In themſelves 


they are 10 other, whoſe only Worth is in 


their Serviceableneſs, and Signification of bet- 


< with theſe, in themſelves conſider'd, feeds 


© as it were on the Husks and Chaff, and neg- 


lects the Corn; he admits, as it were, the 
© Diſh, and taſtes not of the Meat: Theſe in 


< themſelves are the Meat that periſh, vain 


„and empty things, which {hall not profit us 
in the latter End: The Heart muſt be eſta- 
© bliſhed with Grace, and not with ſuch Meat. 
Vol. I. Fol. 348. 17 5 = 


« Obſerve then (ſays he) what Eſteem he 


ik reſted in; all Je, Services, tho? God's 


'© own Inſtitutions, are old Things; And ſhall 


we think that Chriſtian Ceremonies, if reſted 
in, are better? —— This was St. Paul's 
Practice, and is and ought to be the Duty 
© of every Miniſter, to warn the People com- 


+ mitted to his Charge touching the Nature 


they are travſiory, and that they vught fo 


of theſe old Things, that they are ſuch, that 


paſs 


* * 


ane 


Cbriſt, | 


: 
C. 
0 
0 
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© adequately ſignify unto us heave 


add bis Divine Supper. 
c avty from Ja ach 4 are new Creatures. vol II. 
Fol. 196. 

All che Coremories\ in the World Anke 
my Things, 
but are at the beſt o»ly Shadows " thetn, as 
the Apoſtle. calls dem; like the Painter's 
« firſt rude Draught of a PiQture with a Coal: 
And therefore as the Shadows are the longeff 
« at the riſing and ſetting of the _ fo ad 
* theſe ceremonial Shadow. 

They were longeſt in the Riſing of the 
c * Jewiſh and Chriſtian Chureh ; if they ſhould 

„grow long again, and we repoſe Truſt in 
« them, it might be feared (which God avert) 


the Chirch Would fer with chem. 1654; x98. 


For be it granted (fays he) tho" theſe ge- 


© remonial old Things preſerve tlie /j exper 
© Trath, as Shells and # who preſer ve the Pulp 


and Keryel, yet that's but F be 


4 ripe, and then theſe are negletod and colt @ 
0 Way. Ibid. Fol. 230. r | 
2 This reproves thoſe WRHO dete about Thþ W 
© and Figures, and look not for the falle 25 
© of them̃ in themſelves by Chris. Ibid, 265. 
And Barnet in his ſecond Letter to 12 | 
ſays, © For even hey (the Sacraments) are 


not ſtrictiy Meazs of Grace, nor does our 


6; yes pho abſolutely depend upon them. 


* 7 86 " Petey (ays he) entirely confirms this 


©. Notion of Bapriſm, 1 Epiſt. ii, 21. where 


© he 1 | c Sadie nei des che 
— 5 „ Per on the ond Diſpoſition 


85 ele (ys he) a vom ſave ws yn 
4 2 
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88 Of the Spiritual Baptiſm of Cbrift, 


© the wy away the Filth of the Fleſh; but the 


Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God) by. 


the Reſurrection of Jeſus Christ. pag. 85. 


It was neceſſary (ſays he) that the Apo. 
© files ſhould be ſent to preach the Goſpel to 
all Nations, baptizing them, &c. But, that 


N 


therefore it is ſtill abſolutely neceſſary to be 
baptized: by one of a particular Set, or Suc- 


ceſſion of Men, does not in the leaſt follow ; 
« eſpecially conſidering - that no Mention of 
© this. Neceſſity, or even Intention, is ever once 
o 


made throughout all the Writings either of 
the Evangeliſts, Or of any of the Apoſtles. 


* 


And ſpeaking, of the Supper, he fays, The 


Fe 8 


a 


« EffeQ of this Prayer (meaning what is cal 


led the Prayer of Conſecration, p. 42.) is 
not CONVERTING the Bread and Wine 
into Means of Grace, by à humane Beneaittion. 
ConverTiNG is a Term (ſays he) I 
can never hear without fearing, that by. 
degrees the old Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
is to be ſtoln in upon us again; yet you (ſays 
he to Law) ſeem to be particularly fond of it. 
But there is no ſuch CoN VERSION 
wrought by the Prayer of Conſecration, nor 
are there any Means of Grace there (lays 
he) but the Diſpoſition of the Hearts. p. 43. 

To which he adds afterwards, Here 1s 
no immediate Neteſſity/of any Minifter : And 
ſo we do not find expreſſed any Intention 
that there ſhould be an): Our Saviour gives 
no Commiſſion to any to be ſuch, as he did 
in Baptiſm ; nor do the Apoſtles any where 
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2 ' by #7 
intimate that there ever was any ſuch M. 
© ziſter of this Sacrament in their Time, or 
leave any Directions about chaſing, or ap- 
pointing one to their Followers, or N 
any themſelves for this Purpoſe. p. 167, 168 
And (fays he) far be it from me, or from 
© any Chriſtian, to take upon us, to judge or 
© condemn thoſe, who after ſuch a Meaſure of 
Induſtry in finding Truth, as humane Pru- 
© dence,and ordinary Diſcretion, as Mr. Chilling- 
© worth ſtates it, adviſes them to; do not and 
cannot ſatisfy themſelves, that Chriſt has re- 
quired the-Continuance of thoſe outward Ac- 
tions which he never laid any Streſs upon, 
but as Signs of inward good Diſpoſitions; 
I dare the leſs do this (ſays he) when 
I obſerve what plain Difference our Saviour 
himſelf has placed between the Thing and -.. 
the Szgx of it X. —And farther when I 
conſider how ſmall a Weight is laid on theſe 
Two CEREMONIES of his own. In- 
«- ſtitution (ſays he) in the Goſpel, in compa- 
© riſon of the great Weight which is there laid 
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© on Matters of quite another Nature; how 


© often the one is ſpoken of, and inſiſted upon, 
and how /eldom the other. Tho?, I confeſs, 
© to thoſe who believe them to have been 4. 
© pointments of Chriſs, deſigned to continue to 
the End of the World, they become peceſſary ; 
© infomuch as all Obedience to Chriſt is neceſſary 
© to the Salvation of Chriſtians, but not for any 

5 5 *. ; | N ; 4+ : eee thing PE 
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90 Of the Spiritual Baptiſm of Criſt, 


8 4 in the Ceremonies themſelves. pag. 1 645 
WW 


e 2 Wickedneſs , a C 1 can ſing within , 
2 of the Heart I a cleanſing from all 
Unrighbteeaſneſs © „ a being baptized by the Spi- 
5 ; which Spirit therefore muſt be turned 
unto in our Hearts, minded, attended, depended 


| 4 on, ſubmitted unto, and allowed in his divine 


Operations, as one that is come to do that in 
as, which Men by all outward and ceremonial 
Waſhings could not do for us, as one that is 
come to make new Creatures of us J, to cre- 
ate in us clean Hearts **, to give unto us a new 
Heart, and put a new Spirit within us . In 
a word, to make us Sons of God and Heirs of 


Heaven. This is the Spiritual Baptiſm of 


Chriſt, this is the initiating Ordinance to 
Memberſhip i in Chriſt's Church, to the Im- 
munities of his Kingdom of Grace in this 
World,. and the inconceivable Joys and Feli- 
cities of an eternal Inheritance in Heaven. 

So the true and S i Eh ritual Supper of Chriſt is 
a feeding and partaking of Food and Nouriſh- 
ment from Heaven, which they who are bors 


from above do receive from the inmediate Hand 


of God, in their waiting on him, and hung er. 
ing and thirſting after it: He hears the Cries 
oF theſe PROG Souls, who: Wan bory not of 
„en 


„* FRY 


* Jer. iv. 14. + Matt, xxiii. 26: Il Jam, iv. 8. © 1 Joh, 
$ 1 Cor. xii. 13. „ 2 Cor. v. 17, ** Pla. lis 10. 
21 Ezck. XXXVi. 26. 


As the real and ſubſtantial. Bapriſm of Chriſt 
is a ſpiritual Work in the Soul, a Waſhing the 


© | and bis Divine Supper. 91 
Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the 
Will of Man, bat of God *, cannot live upon, 


tor be ſatisfied with any thing that is of Man, 
en thing that he can give, am external Cere-' 
} mony, or any of the Creatures, but God only, 
and the Things which come immediately from 
p him. Theſe are the Souls who have pen 
1 their Hearts to the Knocks of Chriſt, into whom 
; he comes, and with whom he ſups, and they 


ſup with him J. Theſe partake of that deli- 
; cious and fatisfying Feaſt of fat things which 
Gad hath made in his holy Mountain for all Peo- 
e . Tis a Feof that all are invited to; a 
Faſt ſufficient for all ; and a Feaſt that all who 
f are born of God, of the incorruptible Seed and 
'c | Fora of God, and have longing and ardent” 
5 Deſires after, ſhall he ſatiated with. Hear 
the Invitation and Promiſe of God, Ho every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, and he 
that hath no Money ; come ye, buy and eat, yea, 
come buy Wine and Milk, without Money and 
without Price. Wherefore do ye ſpend your Mo- 
ney for that which is not Bread? and your La- 
bogr fur that which ſatisfyeth not? Hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your Soul delight itelf in Funes **. 
The Spirit and the Bride ſay come; and let him 
that heareth ſay come; and let him that is athirſt 
come; and whoſoever will, let him take the Wa- 
ter of Life freely N. In the laſt Day, that great 
Day of the Feat, fuer food and cried, 19%: 


apy 0y 3 N 5 
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Ich. i. 13. J. Rex. ili. 20. I) Iſa. xxv. 6. ** IHA. V. 
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93 of: the Spiritual Bape m of cb, 


1 If any Man thirſt let him come to me and drint. 
We | 1 He that believeth on me as . the Scripture. hath 
aid, out of his Belly ſball flow; Rivers of living 
Water: but this ſpake he of the Spirit, which. 
they that believe on him ſhould, receive *. 
Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, verily, verily, 1 

| ſay unto you, except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son 
of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no Lifs in 
you, (you are dead as to the Life of God 1n your 
Souls.) Whoſo eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my 
Blood 1 51 eternal Life (in the Beginnings) of 
it,) and I will raiſe him up ai the all Day (to the 
full Fruition of it:) For my Heſb is Meat indeed, 
and my Blood is Drink indeed. He that eateth 
my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood dwelleth in me 
and I in him; (which cannot be ſaid of any 
outward, ſacramental, or ceremonial Eating 
and Drinking, becauſe all then how ſoever 
wicked, who partake thereof, would: dwell 
in Chriſt, and Chriſt in them, a prepoſterous 
Thought ) As the living Father. bath ſent mme, 
and 1 live by. the Father; ſo. he that, catetſi ma, 
even he ſhall live by me. This is that Bread 
which came down from Heaven: Not 48 
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Fathers did eat Manna and are do, he Cn 

eth of this Bread. ſhall live for ever J. \ 
This is the Food that nouriſheth up che Soul 


RA ee . K oh fred propa 


to eternal Life, which is not tied to any out- 
if ward ceremonial Eating, but is received by 
iſ! the Faithful, when and whereſoever their 
Souls are heartily breathing to God for. it, 
under Preparations meet for 2 ſublime a Fa- 

_ _ your, 
„ Ho r 
* Sn vii 21 to 39. E . 57 
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| your; Which Dr. Gell makes to be the End 
of the outward Ceremony, ſay ing, aufen. 
, he eat this Bread and drink this Caps: ſbem 
| © forth the Lord's "Death until he come: Why t: 

He is with us always to the End of: by MM oxid. 
[ | © Until he cone; therefore (ſays he) is until 
his Life appear in us; for (adds he) our Re- 
; | © ceiving| of the Sacrament. is our Profeſſion 
[of Conformity unto the Lord's Death un- 
y | til he came and live in ur. Vol. II. Fol- 68. 
f And as his Coming and Living ! in us may 
, 
h 
6 


be and is witneſſed in the Diſuſe of that ce- 
remony, and the Apoſtle leaves it with ſo 
much Indifference, ſaying only; as often as je 
eat this Bread, &c; and as this Ceremony | ' 
y | has been made the Occaſion of much Blood- Ii 
g | ſhed, and more Quarrels and Controverſies, Y 
rn | than perhaps any other thing beſides; and as 
N it is not very likely that Chriſtians will be 
as | ever agreed about it, it may as juſtifiably be 
& | laid alide, as the brazen Serpent made by 
& | Moſes at the Commandment of God, was 
44 | broken: without any expreſs Authority: from 
him, upon the Miſuſe of it; as God knows 
this Ceremony hath been, and is miſuſed by 
ber k Churches, if not all, who nn 
Ir it. Dis 
Some worſhipping af it, ams: kneeling to 
it, and yet g el Teſt for A workdly 
Calling, and others too muchreſtihg on it, 
expecting from. it more than is ton be. found! 
in it? It ſeeins high. Time that: Men ſhould 
be called from the Shadow to the Subſtance, 
FW inward-Truth, 


1 and 


2 


F % & v4 Spiritual Baptiſm, &c. 


y, to ſeek Chriſt, where he is to 
_ found ; not 1n Figures and Types, but in 

Subſtance, in pure Hearts, in ſanctified Souls, 
in his own Temple, The Miniſter of the Sanc- 

A of the true Tabernacle which the Lord 

its 


and not Man &. That Men may feel 


* ineffable Joys an and fatisfyi ying Conſolations 
in their inward Man; having the noble Po.] 
ers and Capacities of their Souls enlightened, 
quickened and filled with his aui nour pe- 
rative ang intimate Pretence. . ; 
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| - CHAP X. 


0% cog e and Neceſſity of 
0 the Laws f God in this Life 


85 the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of 
9 


e F 


to keep, which is either in its own Na- 


le by ju ernatural Aid to be k t; is to 
[> os ar erouſly of God, Rs to caſt 
a very high. an difrowonrable Reflection on his 
Juſtice and Gooaneſs. i 
To thunt that he hath: given an impoſſible 
Law tor Mankind, is to think he hath given 
them n0 Lam at all, becauſe ſuch à Lam can 


be 0 Lam to rational Creatures. An im offib ble | 


Law is 2 «hs A LOG that is 5 


* Hebs vill. 2. 


0 e that God her given us a This | 


ture, or through Means of our C orruption, im. 


Sr. o e 


2228 


. 


. . ͤ 222 -a EE ES 


Of the-Puſſibilizy and Neceſſity &c. 35 


be kepr, is uo Law. in it ſelf, but muſt be void 


from the Beginning; as being intirely contrary 


to the Reaſon and Nature of Things. 

To think that the Grace __ is come unto 
us by Jeſus Chriſt, is not ſufficient to pariſe, 
and rectiſie our Natares, and enable us a | — 


his Laws, ſince ? twas for our Breach thereof 


that he dyed, and made Atonement on the only 
and abſolute Condition of our Repentance and 
Leading a new Life; is to think very unbecom- 
ingly of his great Undertaking for us, and to 
render Him no Saviour at all. For if he be 
not a Saviour from Sin which is, and ever 
was the Cauſe of God's Wrath towards Men; 
his Diſpleaſure with them muſt needs remain; 
ſince he is of more pure Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity. The Holineſs of his Nature will not 
admit any anholy Creature to abide with him; 
And therefore as Adam when he broke the Law 
75 God, and defiled his Heart, was driven from 
s holy Preſence ; 10 the Heart muſt be cleanſed 


and we muſt. return to Obedience to God's 


Law, before we can approach him, and enjoy 
his delightful Preſence again.” 
For this End therefore, Jeſus Chriſt gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
Iniquity, (not from the Guil: of it only, but 
from the Act, from the Thing it ſelf.) and pa- 
rify to himſelf a peculiar People, . Tt oo 
Works x. He came to finiſh the Tra Salbe, 
to make an End of Sins, and to make Reæconcili- 
ation for Iniquity), and to bring in everlaſting 
2 - | | Rig ht= 
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1 Tit. l. 149 © 
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96. Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſuy 
'Rightebuſneſs +. In a Word he came to ſave 
his People from their Sins. (not in their Sins) 
J. And the beloved Diſciple ſeems very 
ſenſible of this important Truth; for, ſays he, 
_ He that committeth Sin is of the Devil; for the 
Deuil ſiuneth from the Beginning. For this Pur- 
poſe (therefore adds he) the Son of God was 
made manifeſt that he might deſtroy the Works of 
{ue Devi ... 1 
is the firſt and capital Article in the Creed 
of the Kingdom of | Darkneſs to believe the 
Power of Satan in us to be ſtronger in it ſelf C 
than the Power ef Chriſt in us; a more di- 2 
rect Doctrine to perpetual Bondage unto Sin || e 
and Satan in this Life, cannot be invented; | E! 
nor more oppoſite to the Kingdom of God and J 35 
its coming in the Hearts of Men. This is I 41 
believing the Devil is almighty in us inſtead of | © 
Goa, and that Chriſt in us is not able to dethrone G 
him, and caſt him out of the Hearts of Men. 
A Doctrine contrary to that of our Saviour, 
who repreſents himſelf, and that very truly, 
to de ſtronger than the ſtrong Man, who hath 
long kept the Houſe; as one that is able to caſt 
him out and ſpoil his Goods **, — 
And to that of the beloved Diſciple, wh 
told the Chriſtians, greater is he that is in y 
than he that is in the World *F, © _ 
To call upon Men, to fight marfull againſt I} * 
Sin and Satan; and yet at the ſame Time to th 
tell them they cannot conquer, by any Aid © 
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be conquered ; is as great a Diſcouravement to 


Chriſtians in the Purſuit of Virtue, as it would 


be to military Men, to treat them after ſuch 
a Manner, in their Calling; contrary to the 


Wiſdom and Prudence of all Commanders. 
Tis rendering Prayer to God for Help and 


Strength againſt inward Corruptions and vitious 
Habits , vain and to no Purpoſe; and in a 
Word ſtrikes at the very Vitals and Eſſence of 
Religion; at the Ningdom and Dominion Of 
Chriſt in the Hearts of Men: And is indeed 
a Doctrine contrary to Godlineſs and all Good- 
neſs, which one would think could never have 
entered into the Hearts of any Men, but ſuch 
as would make a Penny of the Peoples Sins, 
and are themſelves immerged in Imparity and 
Darkneſs; ſuch as are Strangers to the Life of 
God in their Souls; ſuch as are Ignorant of the 
Power of divine Grace, and unſenſible of the 
efficacious Operation of the divine Spirit in their 
own Hearts; through Neglect of Attention to 
it, and Dependance upon it; and in a Word 
uch as have their Heads filled with meer empty 
ions of God, without their Hearts being 
ed to him. 5 5 | 

Vor 20hing can be more evident and plain, 


them, is able to carry it on effectualh, and 


compleat it; than that Chriſt who hath begun 


the Work of Holineſs in their Souls, is able to 


| 60 


* 


* 2 Cor. vii. 1. I Mat, iii. 12. 


k Soul entred into the Paths of Virtue, than 
that God who hath began this good Work in 


perfect it *; to thoroughly purge his Floor I 


they can have in this Life, but ſhall infalibly | 


9 OR Bats Pe I 4 


Spirit in the inner Man h. Man mult place his 
them to God's Account: That God in all Things 


Praiſe and Dominion for ever and ever ||. 


ing in the Things of this World; and ated 


Hearts ; from which there would flow forth, 


98 Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſity 


to ſave them to the uttermoſt who come unto God 


by him ; to deliver them (intirely) from the 
Bondage of Corruption, and bring them into the 
glorious Liberty of the Children of God I. 

So that all the Failures, Miſcarriages and 7 
Evils which Men fall into, who in the Main || © 
may ſeek after Virtue and eternal Life, muſt . 
be aſcribed to their Nant of Watchfalneſs ; to I b. 
their Maut of dwellize with God; to their Want 
of due Subjection to the divine Spirit in their 
own Hearts; and not to a MNeceſſity they are 
under of ſinning; not to Want of Pomer in the 
divine Grace, to fave them from it; but for 
Want of their feddy and conſtant Adherence, 
to that heavenly Help; for Want of Application | *' 
to God, to be ſtrengthened with Might by his 


Sins to his own Account, and his Salvation from 


may be gloriſied through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be 


Would Men accuſtom themſelves to a daily 


and conſtant Turning of their Thoughts, and 
Minds from the external Creation,; trom xeſt- 


the holy influence and Operations of God ii 
own Souls; they would by Degrees 
new Heart created in them; a nem andy 

Nature to be brought forth, and raiſed if łheir 


good J. howghts and gooa Actions as naturally 1 


; 
: t 
| 3 1 | ** — 
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* Heb, vii. 25. J Rom. viii. 21. § Eph, il. 16, 11 x Pet. IVs 11, $ 


2 


of keeping the Laws of God. 99 
Fo Thoaghts and Actions do from 4 ee and 


evil Nature. 


Ibis is the New Birth, This i is being born 


again. This is being born of God: That bleſ- 


ſed Change of Heart fo often mentioned, 
and fo earneſtly preſſed in the holy Scriptures ; 
but alas! I doubt, very little minded by Man- 
kind. 

This zew Heart will ſend forth a new Life, 
and conduct and run the Way of God's Com- 


manaments *, with great Delis hs and Pleaſure 


J. The Yoke of Chriſt is eaſy to it, and 
his Burden Light ; his Commandments are not 


grievous to it |: But it is with ſuch a Soul 


in good Meaſure as it was with our Lord, 
it's Meat to do the Will of God F. Such Souls 


are delighted and overcome with the Fraition 


of God, they partake of heavenly Dainties, 


and are filled with Joys unſpeakable, and full of 


Glory ** ; they wait apon the Lord, and ea 
their Strength They mount up with Wings 4s 


Eagles, they run and are not weary, they wall 


and are not faint &; and the glorious Lord will 


o them a Place of broad Rivers and Streams 


o whom Chriſt will ſay, Eat O Friends, 


| . yea , arink abundantly O Beloved +: 


TEE vine Senſation, ſuch Souls will have of 


avi make them ſay to him, thy Love is 


ban Wine T$, 7» thy Preſence is Fulneſs 


q Js at thy Right Hang there are Pl . 
or evermore r 


0 22 De” | Some 


= Pal. cxix. 22. 4 cxix. 92. 143. Prov. iii. 17 18 


Mat. i. 30. li Joh. Ve 3. ＋ Joh. IV. 34. * I Pet. to 8. 


I® Iſa. xl. 31. * xXXIIi. 21. T Cant, v. 1. Gn 
i. 2. J Pfal. xvi. 11. , | 
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100 Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſity | 


Some Teſtimonies of modern Authors to 
the Polſibiliiy and Neceſſity of keeping the 
Lam of God in this Life, by the Afiſtance of 
the Crate of God. Md „„ 
In the Golden Remains of the ever memora- 


le Hales in his Sermon on Peter's Fall (he 
ſays) For through the Grace of him, that 


doth enalle us, we are ſtronger than he, (the 


X 6 


fare hath as many Means to beat back and 
defend, as the deepeſt Reach of Satan hath 

„ Oni.” p. 236 7 HE 
He faith, St, Auſtin was of Opinion that 


K «© 


Life, ſeconded by the Grace of God, perfectly 
to accompliſh what the Law requires at 


our Hands. P. 136. 1 


In his Sermon on theſe Words, I can do 


all things through Christ (that enableth or) 


that ſtrengtheneth me , he ſaith, Look what 
Strength we loſt in Adam, that with infinite 
Advantage 1s ſupplied in Chriſt. Page 147. 
Now (ſays he) what an Error is it in 
us Chriſtians when we ſee the Prigzpal 
and Captain Sins, ſo eaſily vanquiſbeſ t 
think the Common Soldier, or leſſei 
invincible? For certainly, if the grew 
Sins be weak, the leſſer cannot be WW? 
oh IT 0 eee 
On Pfal. xxxvi. x. I ſaid ] will take heed of 


A 


thy Ways, he faith, « Many learned Men can 


« delight themſelves in diſcourſiug of ne 
| | N © Weak- 


* Phil. iv. 12. 24> £7 


* 


— 


Devil; ) and the Policy of Chriſtian War- 


it was pofſible for us, even in this natural 
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few laſtances thereof. 
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PP 


of keeping the Laws of God. 10 
Weakneſſes of Man's Nature, of the Digi- 


© culty, yea Impoſſibility of keeping the Laws of 
God. Again (faith he) on the contrary: 


Side, ſhould I fay that we are bound to 
take up this (dixi cuſtodiam) Reſolution with 


David, but with Reſervation, that in this 


© Life we can never be able to make it good; 


© | do not fee what I could do more to diſ- 
© hearten, to deter Men from entertaining 
© this Leſſon of Chriſtian Reſolution, which 
© (above all Leſſons in the World) I would 
© have commended unto them. For what 


© wiſe Man will attempt that which he 


© knows before-hand to be impoſſible. P. 314. 
« Is he bound (ſays he) to think it ip 
« ble? Shall he ſo diſcourage himſelf from 


© the happieſt Experiment in the World? I 


© know many Men hold it 7mpoſible, and live 
© accordingly: but I would have all under 
my Charge to hold it poſfible, and to live as 
they meant to prove it. P. 319. 
R. Bacon, Ph. who collected and ſet in or- 
der Dr. Rob. Gell's Remains, ſays in the Pre- 
face, That he (the ſaid Dr. Geil) preached 


© before King Charles the Firſt (on Epheſ, iv. 
<-x9.) at New-Market in the Year 1631, a bold 


Diſcourſe, yet becoming him, teſtifying 
< hafore the King, that Doctrine he taught 
© to his Life's End; The Poſſibility (through 


Grace) of keeping the Law of God is this Life. 


In above 200 ſeveral Places of which Col- 


| leQtion I find the ſaid Doctrine taught, and 


{hall accordingly preſent the Reader with a 


| on 
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102 Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſity 
i] - © O! What a World of People (fays Dr. 
x Geil) are tempted by the Devil? What a 

© World believe the Devil, that he is Cronger 
© to deſtroy, than the Lord Jeſus is to ſave? 
What a Multitude are ready to ſtone Jo- 
© ſhua and Caleb, and whoever are led of 
their Spirit, who dare declare the Power of 
God, and his Spirit, and ſay that they are 
well able to overcome and deſtroy Satan, and 
tread him under their Feet. Vol. I. Fol. 18. 
© He who commands thee this Duty (fays 
he) is the Way,” the Truth, and the Life, the 

Wiſdom, the one Lamwgiver, who knows what 

we are able to do, and therefore would not 
give us an impoſſible Law. He is the Power 
of God, he is ready to impower thee to all 

whatever he commands, only he requires 

that thou comply with him. Vid. 148. 

We pray (ſays he) and are here taught 

© to pray, that Goa's Wil may be done on Earth, 

© and that ſo as it is done in Heaven; yet hold 
Opinion that it cannot be, ſo done on Earth, | « 

© as it is done in Heaven. Is it not evident, 

© that the Commandment of the Lord is his. 
il *? Is it not as manifeſt, that the Lord I 
© here (Matt. vi. 10.) teacheth us to pray, | 

© that, that Will of the Lord may be done, and. 

| 4 that on Earth as it is done in Heaven? Is not 
i therefore ſuch Opinion directly oppoſite un-. 
+ 
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to the manifeſt and expreſs Word of God? 
£ Can they who believe that the Vill of God 


. 
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is impolſible ſo to be done, can they wo 1 
= e Faith 
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done upon Earth, as it is done in Heaven, 
6 they not tea ch expreſsly contrary to the 
Word of God? ? Do they not teach the Doc- 


trine not of Faith, but of Unbelief ? Can 


« ſuch be accounted Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
who teach directly contrary to the Ge 
f Jeſus Chriſt. Ibid. 156. 

They believe (ſays he) that the Devil 
© can make a Perfect wicked Man, but the 
believe not that #/*s poſſible the Lord, whom 
« they confeſs Omnipotent and Almighty, 
that he can make a Man perfect. Do they 
« not aſcribe more Power to the Devil than 
« to God himſelf. Ibid. 239. 


Our Lord (ſays he) the Wiſdom of God, ; 


and Righteouſneſs of God, would not give 
a Law that is impoſſible, nor blame Men for 
© omitting and not fulfilling that which is im- 
* poſſible and not feaſible to them. Ibid. 41 


Wouldſt thou obey even to the Death of 


© the Croſs; love the Lord thy God (ſays he) 
© with all thy Heart : There is no Command- 
© ment of od impoſſible to him. that loves. 


| Ioid, 554 
That it is pol 2 (fays he) thro? Chriſt 


to turn away from all our Sins; and that al 
© Tniquities ſhould be put away from us *; 
« that we ſhall be juſtified and cleanſed from 


„all Sins, - all Things, &; this is no 


A erronemus 


n but * * ſame which 


© was. 
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© Faith? Do not they who teach that it is 
« impoſſible, that the Will of God ſbould be ſo 45 
0 
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TO 4 | Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſity 

© was pteached by the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
« files: That Jeſus ſhould be fo called becauſe 
© he ſhould ſave his People from their Sins J. 
© That Jeſus is the Lamb of God that takes away 
© the Sins of the Wbrld ||. That God hath ſent 
> © Teſws to bleſs us, and to turn every one of us 
from our Iniquities. That this is the very ſame 
Doctrine which the Apoſtle preached in 
* this Text (44s Xiu. 38, 39.) when he faith, 
© That by this Man is preached unto us Remiſſion 
© of Sim. Wherefore to teach Men that Re- MN 

© miffion, and Putting away of Sins, and Ju-. 
< ſtification, and Cleanſing from all Sins, is | 

C 

C 
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© 77zpoſſible in this Life, through Chriſt, and 
not to be believed, is to teach Men Unbe- 
lief; yea it is to teach deſpiſing of the great 


'F Grace of God, to teach falſe accuſing of | , 
= © God, and his Ways; yea, it is to teach A-fl 
| poſtacy, and Revolt from God and his Ways. 
| Hence we may learn how to judge of the. 
. _ © preſent Generation, whothink it a Thing al-. 
1 together impoſſible, that Sin ſhould be. 
ö | © whotly put away, removed, and turned from . 
| b us; though it be promiſed to be done by Jeſus . ; 
5 brit. Ibid. 703. 5 . «1 
Mo unclean, thing ſhall enter by any Mean. 
wa (fays he) into the holy City J. There is no . 
| '© Popiſh Purgatory to cleanſe us, and purge 8 
| © us from the Reliques of Uncleanneſs (which F , -: 
Men fay muſt be in us, while we live in 


this World) —I need not prove this to you; 4 
therefore if ever we enter into the Holy | « 
[ N r 


it IN Matz. b 25. 1 Job. j. © Rer. Xie 27+ 


0 of keeping the Laws of Cod. . 105 
City, we mult really, and not by Imagi- 
© nation, and throughly be purged and clean- 
© ſed from Sin in this Life; ſince we know 
this, Let us cleanſe our ſelves from all Pollution 
© both of Fleſh and Spirit. Vol. II. Fol. $0. 
| © Beloved (ſays be) to believe that God 
accepts Chriſt's Sufferings for us, ſo that 
© we need not ſuffer with him, and die with 
© him to all our Sins, is to believe a Lie. 16d. 
„ ; 1 

What elſe do they mean (ſays he) who 
« fay that it's impoſſible, but that of Neceſſity 
© we muſt ſin? Is not this to deny the Reſar- 


© redtion from the Death of Sin to the Life of 


* Righteouſneſs. Ibid. 349, wes 
© Teſws Christ (lays he) is a perfect Saviour, 
he faves us from every evil Work, both 
that which otherwiſe we might ſuffer, and 
that which otherwiſe we might do. Firſt, 
© That which otherwiſe we might ſuffer : 
This is the more to be noted, becauſe when 
we ſpeak of Chriſt as a Saviour, we do 
not commonly apprehend him according to 
© the Largeneſs and Amplitude of Salvation, 
© but confine his Salvation unto his, or that: 
© As when we fay he is our Saviour, and 
« ſaves us from our Sins, —according to the 
© AngePs Etymology of his Name. But when 
© we enquire, from what he faves, tho* the 
Angel lays from Sins, we commonly ſay, 
© he ſaves us from that we moſt fear, z. e. 
© Puniſhment for Sin: But Puniſhmeat for 
P Sin, 
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106 Of. the Poſſi Wiry and Neceſſi 17 


Sin, is not Sin; if he {me us from Sin, he 
is the Cauſe of, Pu- 
jd 1 70 5 He is able to ſave us (a 7d mas/ea45) 
Sto the, attermoſt. Tbid. 406. 

If the Lord (fays he) . I from every 
evil Work, then may the People of the 
C Lord, his Believers, be ſaved and delivered 
© from every Sin. This is a ſtrong Conſe. 

© quence: A potentia ad attum non valet con- 


* eddentig: As becauſe Chriſt is able to ſave 


7 to the atmo3t.; therefore he will ſo do: This 
* though it be moſt true, as. appears by. ma-, 
© ny Scriptures, yet the Conſequence 1s not, 


true: But when the Apoſtle faith, that the 


© Lord will deliver from every ne! Work, it 
© undoubtedly follows that Believers may be 


© ſaved, and delivered from all and every evil 


„Work, and Sin; ab actu ad wn valet 
c conſequentia, from the Act which is promiſed, 
© to the Power this follows undeniably. Ibid. 407. 
+ Hence it is evident (ſays be) that they 


Who believe not, that the Lord is able to 
© ſubdue of their. Spiritual Enemies, and. 
c bring them into the Heavenly Canaan, they, 


are 127 ſaid to tempt the Lord by "their 
„ Unbelie 


of the, Lord is perfect in it {els and mak- 


of the Holy Spirit faſhion and conform, 
their Lives thereto. Ibid. 749. 


111 
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in the Power of God. Ibid. 667. : 
And (ys he) The Law 1 the Lord is per-, 
© fect, converting the Soul; that is, the Law. 


eth others perfect, which by the Aſſiſtance 
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© ſhould cleanſe us from all our Unrighteouſs. 


© neſs, though that be added *. We love 
that too well to part with it, and ſay it is 
* impoſſible to be cleanſed from it and 
« yet (ſays he) we have ſo much Religion 
* (\ſuch as it is) that it hath devoured all 
* Honeſty, Truth, Juſtice, Faithfulneſs ; we 
have fo much of the imagined Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, that it pays our Debts for 
us, it feeds the Hungry for us, it cloaths 
the Naked for us, it relieves the Oppreſſed, 
viſits the Sick. In a Word, we are fo righ- 


«a 


Chriſt, that we can neither live ſober, nor 
chaſte, nor juſt, nor honeſt, nor merciful, 
nor true, nor faithful ; yet righteous all this 
* while, by the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. We have ſo tenter'd the Righteouſ- 


a 


* neſs of Chriſt, that it ſerves to hide all our 


VUnrighteouſneſs, our Drunkenneſs, our. 
© Whoredom, our Lying, our Cheating, our 
Couzening, our Oppreſſing, our Unmerci- 
5 fulneſs; in a Word, it is, er Kaxias 4 
Mantle of Religion to co ver all our Rnavery. 
Ibid. 799. | . 


is there not (faith. heh a - Promiſe of 


greater Grace ©, a Supply of more, Help 
by the Second Adam, than loſt by the. Fir ? 
I9E-30% ©. | Wa 
The Word Schnia, Salvation (ſays he) is 
« conſiderable; either, 1. In regard of the 
| | Fg P Term 
— — N 8 8 
| * 1 Joh, i. 9. © Rom. v. 
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teous by the imagined Righteouſneſs of 
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108 Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſity 
Term à quo, from Sin: Thus it is a Deli- || +1 
« yerance from the Power of Sin, and Pol- || © | 
© Jation of it, and Puniſhment for it: Or,, 
2. In reſpect of the Term ad quem, the 
© bringing of everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Life 

and Glory. We have both theſe together 2 ne 

* Tim. iv. 18. The Lord ſhall deliver me from | * 
every evil Work, and ſhall preſerve me unto his | © 
{+ © everlaſting Kjngdom. Ibid. 87. ; 
RS « ?*Tis true indeed (ſays he) Degrees there | © 

are of thoſe that are born of God ||; yet! 
is there no Degree ſo low, but hath with 
it an Ability of reſiſting, and not yielding | © 
to, and obeying the World. Ibid. 819. : 
But how is it poſſible for me (ſays he) | © 
| © to overcome the World? This Conceit of | © 
| © Impoſfibility, O how does it blunt all En- 
3% * deavours, and weakens. Faith. See Nores | © 
on Col. iii. 1. They could not enter in becauſe | © 
| 6 

0 

— 

C 

£ 

* 

o 

& 

o 

+ 

* 

« 

£ 

£ 

; 


Py 
F : * #4 : — 
r oo. Oo 
Ws „ * 


„ 


38 6 of Unbelief. Ibid. 8277. | 
„And (fays he) how likely a Thing it is, 
 - © that this Age ſhould afford many Friends 
| of God and Chriſt, it appears by our Opi- 
p © nion we have almoſt generally entertained 
throughout the whole Chriſtian World, and 


| © more notably among us; That it is impoſ- 
«ſible to be a Friend of Chriſt. Is there any 
| © ſuch Opinion? What elſe do we mean, 
| © when we fay, it is impoſſible for us to do 
| _, © whatfoever he commands us, which is the 
| true and proper Character and Note of 
= _ © Chriſt's Friends ? Now who but a Mad- 


ah 


— 


1 1 Joh. als I2,13e 4 Joh. xv. 14. 


„which he himſel apprehends to be impaſi- 


« ble, which is all one? Thad. 773. 
Dr. Hammond in his Paraphraſe and An- 


notations upon the New Teſtament, on 


1 Joh. iii. ſays, * And ſo v. 5. when it is ſaid 
that Chriſt appeared, that he might take ama 

© our Sins, and that there is no Sin in him; tis 
« evident that he came to take away our 


«© Aits, as well as our Habits, and that there 


« was no Ad, as well as no Habit of Sin in 
him: and fo in all that follows, v. 6, 8, 9, 
Cc. one Act of Sin is contrary to abiding in 
Chris, that is, to adhering to him, to ſeeing 


and knowing, that is, to obeying him; one 


Act is of, or from the Devil, one Act as con- 


c trary to that Seed, that Purity, that Prin- 
ciple of Filiation, that is in him, that is 


« born of God, and not only a Habit of it— 


What % w ew, being born of God ſigni- 


« fies, hath been noted, Joh. i. Note b, to 
c have received ſome ſpecial Influence from God, 
and by the Help and Power of that, to be 
raiſed to a pious Life, Agreeably ve. 
„e vd Se, he that hath been born of God, is 
< literally he that hath had ſuch a bleſſed” 
Change wrought in him, by the Operation 
< of God's Spirit in his Heart, as to be tranſ- 
C [ated from the Power of Darkneſs, into the 
© Kjngadom of his dear Son, transformed in the 
< Spirit of his Mind, that is, ſincerely changed 
from all Evil to all Good, from Obedience tothe 
Fleſh, &c. to an Obedience to God. Fol. 831. 
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o Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſuy 
© Monro in his Ju# Meaſures, before quoted 
fays, © So great is the Goodneſs and Benignity 


6. (of God) and ſo perfect is the Juſtice of his 


Nature, that he will not, cannot command 


- Tmpoſſibilities. Whatever he requires of 
Mankind by way of Duty, he enables 
them to perform it: His Grace prevents 


they do not comply with his Injunctions, it 
that he has given them, and which he is rea- 


tiful Improvement of what they have al- 


to him for more ; to hin that hath ſhall be 
given. Part I. p. 59. SI 5 
The merciful God (ſays he) to be ſure 
will never enjoyn us any Tasks, but what 


< he will afford us Grace to perform. Part III. 


p. 240. 


..+ Certainly they are (ſays he) our Fleſh ad 


, 


Blood, our corrupt Nature and Self-Love, 
4 that have ſubverted the Goſpel, repreſented 
© the Precepts of it as impoſſible to be obeyed. 
ad, 9. a e 
Whatever Heights T may have raiſed it 
_ © (the neceſſary _y of Religion, ſays he) 
© up unto, they are ſu 8 
© becauſe evidently founded on the Doctrine 
* of the Goſpel, which without doubt doth 
* not oblige us to any Thing that is imprac-, 


ch as are warrantable, 


© ticable or impoſſible, Ibid. 456. 


and aſſiſts their Endeavours ; ſo that when 
is becauſe they will not employ the Power 
dy to encreaſe and heighten upon their du- 


ready received, and their ſerious 1 f 
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Since (fays he) our bleſſed Lord in de- 
livering the Chriſtian, Doctrine to the 
World, „ that the excellent Precepts 
of it mould be obeyed, it evidently fol. 
lows, that Obedience to them is not impoſſible 
or impacticable. It were to be ſure: very 


abſurd, yea, even blaſphemous, to aſſert, 
that our merciful Redeemer, who ſufficient- 
ly underſtood the Infirmities and Weakneſs 
of Mankind, and who came to deliver them 
from the uneaſie Yoke of the 


ewiſh Cere- 


c 
[4 
0 
0 
c ' monies on the one Hand, and Si the ſa- 
c vage and inhuman Rites of Gentiliſm on the 
« other, ſhould himſelf bind unſupportable 
| Burthens on his Followers, and preſcribe 
C 


them Tasks that they were not able to ue 


forms; ad 


if Obedience to the Precepts of the Goſpel 


were required of them, in Virtue of — 


natural Abilities, now in this State of Dege- 
neracy and Corruption, where the Power of 


vicious Habits is ſo great, and the Baits of 
manifold Temptations ſocunningly manag'd; 
by the great Adverſary of Souls, then they 
; N juſtly cry out, that it is impoſſible to o. 
bey; but it is not ſo, we are under the Goſpel, 
: which i is the new Law of Grace, and which 
gives both the Will and the Deed, and which 
commands only, becauſe it gives Power to 
obey, Ibid. 8 1. = 


© Tho? of our ſelves, and inen bins | 

(Chriſt, ſays he) we can do _— 
4 2 
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113 Of the Poſſibility and Neceſſity 
jet with him we can do all Things; (and then 
a adds a little lower,) why ſhoula any Duties 
„ frighten us, or ſeem poſſible to us? And 
therefore our Lord had very good Reaſon 
to recommend the Precepts of the Goſpel 
to his Followers, as an eaſy Toke; and à 
light Burden ; to which alſo his beloved Dif. 
© 'ciple St. John gives his Suffrage, telling us, | 
from his own Experience, no doubt; that his 
Commandments are not grievous J. Ibid. 82. 
FJo be ſhort, (ſays he) ſince our bleſſed | * 
© Redeemer, hath made Obedience to the 
©: Precepts of the Goſpel, to be as it were the 
© very Eſſence of his faithful Followers, the | 
certain Evidence of true Love to him, and | ' 
| 
{ 
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the only undeceiving Mark and Character, 
that diſtinguiſhes them, from the Hipocri- 
e tical and Hollow-Hearted, telling them, 
at every time, i; ye love me, keep my Com- 
nandments [. He that hath my Command ments, 
© and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me , 
F ye continue in my Nord, that is, inn 
the Obedience and Practice of it, then ore | 
je my Diſciples indeed f. And to the ſame | 
_  ©« Purpoſe elſewhere ; he are my Friends, if je 
© do whatſoever I command you d. And ſince, in 
« fine, he expreſsly aſſures us, that they only | 
* who do the Will of his Father, that is, who 
© obey the Precepts of the Goſpel, which in- 
© deedare ſo many Declarations, of what God 
vill have us to do, ſhall emer into the . 
o . 
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divine Sp in. uh Soul; having the Powe 


© the Precepts of the Chriztiar 2 is 
© one as to affert: that it is impoſſible to'be a 
* OR or to be faved. Bid. $3: 84s 
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7 0 conclude e, Obedience to the Nn ons 
- tobich God makes upon our Souls, of 
and Mind: This i Religion and true 


to be n in, in order to be happy here, and 


here ter. Tis not tlie Tabmining our ſelves 


to the Decyees,, Determinations ,” and Dictatel 


of falltble Men; to the Rites, Ceremonies, alle 


Lrjunct ions of Men, in Relation to Externals, 
bat a depend; 55 on and C omplyance with the 
internal Li, oh, erations and Injunttions of th 


and Capacities of the Soul dilated and laid 


open to the Trflgence of Heaven, by an Aprig h 


Application to God, and waiting on him, with 
& Mind ſequeſtred' from this World, and le 


Objects; Witt! a Ind and Heart, ſeeking ., 


dom 0 God and his Rightzoaſneſs *. 


wing Chriſt in the Regeneration J. at 0. 


hatſc beer be commandeth . 0 4824 
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Fo 114 Of the Poſſbilityand Neceſſity 


ſelves to Him, his Son and Spirit, and hear 


what he ſpeaks in us, by his bleſſed Spirit, 


and what he ſpeaks to us by his ſacred Writ- 
ings the BI L E; let us frequently read theſe 


holy Writings ; and as frequently tura our 
Minds to this holy Spirit ; for as holy Men of 


God, of old, (wrote or) ſpake them as they were 


moved by the holy Spirit T; ſo Men of God 
now can have no adequate Knowledge of them, 


no Knowledge of them which is divine and 


 Javing by any other Medium, but only the ſame 
_ Spirit by which they were wrote; for as they 
are Things of God, ſo no Man knows them but T 
| the Spirit of God XX, 1 Sq, 


_. Laying aſide therefore the Power and Fre. 
15 ice we may have received by Education and 


o 


Tradition, the vicious Inclinations and Habits 


of Malice, Guile, Hypocriſie, Envie, and evil 
- Speaking, let us, as nem born Babes . the ins 

cere Malt of God's Word, (in Reſpe 

he dictates, both without us and within us,) 


that we may grow thereby J, that we may, be 


fed and nouriſhed by him unto eternal Life; for 
as our Souls are Spirits, and want ſpiritual. 


Suſtenance; ſo God alone is that Spirit which 
can yield it to us, and beſtow upon us the 
heavenly. Viands; who can give unto us the 
true Bread from Heaven *; and let us not con- 


?tis the Labour of the Mind, the Hunger an 


* 
11 
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+ 2 Pet. i. 24s 1 x Cor. ii. 11. ©1 Fet. ii.. Joly 
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of what 


tent our ſelves with any Shadows and Figures 
of it; or any external or bodily Service; for 


L 


Thirſt of the Soul, as influenced by the divine  ? 


* | Spirit; that is the neceſſary Work, and proper 
? Qualification for partaking of the Meat which 
* | endareth untoeverlaſting Life: xc. 
* | As Mankind come into this Exerciſe of Mind 
. fo acceptable to God, and profitable to them 
; ſelves, from a true Senſe of their ſpiritual 
Wants, their Cries and Prayers, in and under 
the Aid and Power of his Spirit, will enter 
» | into the Ears of the Almighty, and have Ac- 
rey to him, and meet with ſuitable Returns of 
F Comfort and Supplies from Him. Here Mint» 
F fers will have the heavenly Bread to break to 
I the People; they will not feed them with 


busty Notions, with dry and jejune Diſcourſes, 
With humane Compoſitions, and Words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt 
teacheth x. | Te 
As their Miniſtry will ring from God, ſo 
it will lead to God; *twill not be a dead, but 
bkeving Miniſtry ; twill reach to the Heart and 
tend to raiſe. it into a living Senſe of God; 
*twill not impede and hinder the Souls of them 
who are breathing for a greater Senſation of the 
Life of God © in themſelves, but will be a 
Furtherance and Help to them in that divine 
Exerciſe; and Miniſters and Hearers will be 
made to drink into one Spirit h. They will all eat 
the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and all drink the ſanie 
Je ritual Drink ]; and being fitly framed together, 
will grow into an Holy Temple of the Lord I: 
en WES, In 
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Such Souls will know! fo Hihratics 3 
the Certainty and Ka of the Exiſtence 
of the Deity. They wi only be con- 
vinced of that great Truth, rom clear De. 
2 of Wm and Scripture, but will 

feel and witneſs it, by ſuch ſenſible tranſport» : 


ing and delightful ATE of God in 
their own Hearts, as will make them no more 

to doubt of his Exiſtence, as Monro ſays, than 
they can doubt that the Sun ſhines, when at 


Mid. day, with open Eyes they ſes his Light and 
ter oo” his Warming Aae | 
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